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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NEW ECONOMIC RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN JORDAN, IRAQ DISCUSSED 
Partie AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 17 May 60 p 45 


larticle by A. K. Kh.: “The New Boonomic Agreement Between Jordan and 
we ," 


‘au 


/Text/ Thie 2 May, an economic agreement broad in scope, diverse in ite 
sections, and numerous in ite objectives was signed in Amman, the capital 
of Jordan, by concerned officials from Jordan and Iraq. The agreement was 
signed after lengthy discussions during 2 successive days in which tech- 
nicianse from both countries took part, headed by Dr ‘Abd-al-Amir al-Anbari, 
head of the Iraqi Foreign Development Fund, and Dr Hanna ‘Awdeh, head of 
the National Planning Council in Jordan. It was accompanied and followed 
by political discussions at the level of the constitutional authorities, 
in which King Husayn and hie prime minister ‘Abd-al-Hamid Sharaf took part 
and which, on the Iraqi side, were headed by Mr Taha Yasin Ramadan, member 
of the Revolutionary Command Council and deputy prime minister. 


Since the agreement signed contained etipulations calling for the conduct 
of an investigation into long-term objectives, for which specialized branch 
committees were formed in the fields of economic and technical cooperation, 
transportation, roade and water (in regard to which agreement was reached 
on the establishment of «a joint marine transport and passenger company and 
a joint industrial firm which will take charge of studying the means of 
working to establish integrated industries in the two countries), the 
agreement also included stipulations putting cooperation between the two 
countries into immediate, direct implementation in some areas. 


The most conspicuous of these stipulations is agreement to loans and grents 
valued at a total of 43 million Iraqi dinars ($ US 146.51 million) which 
the Iraqi government will provide to Jordan. Of this, 26 million dinars 
will be « loan and 17 million will be grante and gifts whose importance is 
apparent through their distribution to the following projects: 


Seven million dinars as « loan allotted to expand the port of al-'‘Aqabah 
and develop the free zone there. 











Fifceen millien dinare a8 @ loan for « project to build part of the 205- 
kilowecer al-Acwaq-al-Mugar-Sahab-al-Jadidah-Ma'an Road, 


Two aod @ half million dinare to finance the al-Zarqa’ branch road, 
One and a half million dinare to finance « number of housing projects, 


Fifteen million dinare ae a grant from the people of Iraq to the people of 
Jordan to finance construction of a technological university. 





Ome million dinare a8 @ grant to support philanthropic and social organiza: 
tions in Jordan, 


One million dinare as aid to the Royal Scientific Society. 


with all the taportance reflected in these sections on the bilateral co- 
operation agreement in the field of development between the two fraternal 
neighboring Arab countries, the full importance of the agreement attains 
ite total dimension in the statements with which the head of the Iraqi 
delegation, Mr Tana Yasin Ramadan, commented on the agreement, when he 
said, “Iraq and Jordan have agreed to choose the means and frameworks for 
joint action in Lhe economic field, in view of the interests this holds 
for the two countries" and “they have agreed to the means which will entail 
providing continuity to these meetings and contacts, following up on the 
decisions made and studying what can be added to increasing the volume of 
trade between the two countries.” 


if che agreements put into effect proceed with an extreme sluggishness 
which Le not consonant with the Arab economies’ urgent requirements for 
ecope for cooperation and coordination aimed at integration among them, 
some steps and projects which have seen the light of day only as a result 
of these agreements are better than nothing, not just because of their 
direct results but also because of the indication they give of the great 
opportunities latent in bilateral (and non-bilateral) Arab cooperation- - 
when that takes place. 


This always includes the observation that some of these agreements and com- 
pacts were buried in the cradle, or even before birth, because they were 
not based on sound Bundations or on pure intentions, while some others 
stumbled because what dictated and led to them was not the action of belief 
in the positive, which is produced from cooperation among brothers and 
neighbors, but was a reaction reflecting fear. 


if ic is strange that two neighboring Arab countries should reach agreement 
for specific economic, industrial and commercial integration, coordination 
and cooperation (each of which had at a previous time arrived at a similar 
agreement with a third Arab country which is itself the second party to 

agreements with the two countries signing the new coordination agreement) , 





Chere might be room for astoniehment and wonderment over the cause which 
keeps the analgolous bilateral agreements among the three countries from 
being transformed into a trilateral agreement comprising Chem all, 


However, the wonderment ceases and (he amazement disappears when we see 
that most analogous agreements were not the result of belief in « wanda 
tory act but were 4 reaction to an imposed development whose possibilities 
and inevitability were not revealed by those of negative epirite before 
they occurred and did not give attention to cooperation until after they 
occurred, 


If the alow course of previous agreements, procrastination in advancing 
them, and the burial of some of them before they were born, calle for the 
expression of sorrow and for regret to the degree of teare, the positive 
things which are being achieved in some agreements give room for hope to 
continue to be fixed © more such agreements and more euch positive things, 
Perhaps the Jordanian Iraqi agreement will open vie Goor to courtier such few 
positive things along the Amman-Baghdad road, so that we may be aware of 
the many negative pointe and dangers arising from the closure of the 
Damascus-Baghdad coad or the fact that the roads between Damascus and 
Amman--and between Baghdad and Kuwait--are very narrow, a6 are Chose be- 
tween Kuwait and other Gulf countries, and those among ali Gulf countries, 
at a Cime when we will acquire life only through broad expressways among 
all capitals, supported by solid bridges at every intersection between 
each of these countries. Without such expressways between all Arab cap 
itals, the separate bilateral roads will be severed from their network end 
no matter how good the intentions of the drivers and travelers may be wil 
automatically collapse into potholes which are changed by the action of 
foreign elements which can be resisted only by a collective will which is 
lacking! 
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AFGHANISTAN 


LEADER EXPLAINS NATURAL, SPIRITUAL REASONS FOR REBEL VICTORIES 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 28 May 80 pp 1, 6 


(Text) Karachi 27 May--Mohammed Yunus Khalis, the leader of Hizb Islami 
‘Islamic Party], expressed hope today that many groups, which for some 
reasons had not joined the organization established under the leadership 
of Abdul Rasul Siaf, are now ready to join forces against the Babrak 
<armal government. Now, the Jihad [religious war] will be fought under 
one flag and from one platform, he said. Khalis told the correspondent 

of the weekly ZINDGI in a special interview that the economic and military 
position of the Mujahids has improved and stabilized. In addition, Khalis 
eatd, God is on our side. Some of the details of the interview are given 
nere;: 


[Question] Although many groups of Mujahids are active in Afghanistan, 
it was only you who stayed there all the time to lead your followers. 
Therefore, your testimony would be most trustworthy. Would you please 
tell us about your experiences during the past two years there? 


[Answer] I started Jihad with 70 followers. We had between us nothing 
but 15 modern and 15 antique rifles. We concentrated our activities in 
the Pachher area in the Nangar Har Province. The Communist government 
attacked us fiercely when we arrived in Pachher. We were heavily pres- 
sured by their use of planes, tanks, and cannons. This was my first 
experience in a real battle. I prayed to God and had my followers dig 
trenches. Three Mujahids each with one rifle were posted in each trench. 
The attack was very fierce but God favored us with victory in spite of 
the lack of arms and ammunition. We killed 18 Afghan soldiers and routed 
the rest. Only one of the Mujahids, Nizamuldin was hurt. 


This battle encouraged us immensely. Since then, we have fought hundreds 
of small and big battles, and God graced us with victory each time. Now, 
with the help of God, our position is so strong that the Mujahids are 
defeating the government's armies in each battle. At the beginning of the 
Jihad our economic condition was precarious, but we took over the Pachher 
area after the first confrontation, and then established our headquarters 
in Speen (White Hillock). The government forces blockaded economic help 
to us from all sides. For the next thirteen days our men had to survive 











on a quarter of a millet loaf a day, It was bitter cold and we had only 
27 blankets, sent by Tehrik Ielami Pakistan [Pakistani Islamic Movement], 
between us. Each blanket was shared by five Mujahids, 


[Question] How is your present economic and military position? 
[Anawer| By the grace of God our position is very atable. 


[Question| Though this might be classified information, would you mind 
telling us of the number of Mujahids in Nangar Har Province? 


[Anewer| As I said earlier, we started with 70 Mujahids, but now, by the 
Grace of God, there are about 15,000 to 20,000 people who jump at my com- 
mand. This neede some explanation. We have two kinds of Mujahids. The 
fireat type fights 365 days a year. The second group is composed of those 
who have regular jobs and live in their homes, but take up arms when they 
are called. Most of the Mujahids in the 15,000 to 20,000 number I told 
you about fall in the second category. 


[Question] How many of your followers live in trenches all the time? 
{[Anewer] A few hundreds. 
Question] How are you fixed regarding arms and ammunition? 


[Answer] Our weapons are also of two kinds. First, the modern weapons 
that we have confiscated from our enemies. Most of these are of Russian 
make. The other weapons are old guns and pistols, and were either brought 
in by the Mujahids from their homes or bought from local tribes or fac- 
tories. Our stores of ammunition are meager, but God helps. Every time 
we are low on arms and ammunition, God finds a way for us. We run into 

a company of government soldiers, or they attack us, and we increase our 
stock of arms and ammunition in this process. 


[Question] It is often reported that a large number of Afghan and Russian 
soldiers are killed compared to the Mujahias, even though the former have 
better arms. They also have tanks and airplanes. How do you manage to 
keep your casualty list so small? 


[Answer] There are two reasons for this. One is natural and the other 
spiritual. The Communist armies come to attack us openly, but we have 

the benefits of the element of surprise. These guerilla tactics help us. 
Also. we have the protection of the natural fortification of the mountains, 
while our enemies are open in their encampments in the plains. Also, we 
attack at night. While our enemies are trying to wake up, we kill many, 
wound hundreds and return to our shelters. This is the natural reason. 


This spiritual reason is our faith that God has reserved unlimited victories 
for us. We saw some incidents in the battlefields which the human mind 
cannot explain. We have witnessed some incidents reenacted from the Holy 








Book, It seems Chat companies of angels come down to help ua regularly 

in the battles. They help ua in such wave that you will not believe me, 
However, | will deseribe some incidents, During the last days of Hafizullah 
Amin, while | was in my Pachher headquarters, the government army learned 
of my presence there along with a few Mujahids. The government attacked 

us with 255 tanke and cannons in addition to a aquadron of bombers. The 
firet attack was so tierce that all the local people were scattered, 
Government apies spread the rumor of my death or desertion, This caused 
dispersion of my untrained followers, That left only 17 people with me, 

of which only 13 could fight, and they too did not have enough weapons. 

| was in the central trench with three other Mujahids, We had only one 
long range and two short range rifles. You will be surprised to know 

that we 17 people were willed by God to win over that huge army. The 
battle raged for five days. During this period, at least five thousand 
rounds of machine gun fire and over 200 mortars were hurled at us. But, 
five days later, the enemy retreated leaving behind their disabled vehicles 
and many dead. Only one of us was wounded, 


The second incident happened at Kariz Kabir, three kms away from Jalalabad 
airport. I attacked the wireless station there along with some followers. 
A large battalion of Afghan soldiers was stationed to protect that place. 
In no time we had burned the station, killed many enemies, destroyed the 
instruments, and taken 27 Afghan soliders as war prisoners. Even the war 
prisoners Outiumbeced us. We Lost only one Mujahid and he too was shot 

by our own people by mistake. 


Another incident showing the secret help of God happened at Bageecha in 
the Valswal Khoogiani area. I was staying in a small settlement and some- 
one informed the enemy. We did not know about this. One day we decided 
to move to another area, and the very next day MIG bombers were used by 
the Communists to fiercely bomb the whole area. The house where I had 
lived was the target of 18 large bombs. The whole area was razed to the 
ground but none of my followers was hurt. I had been in the battlefields 
for one year and one day, and had not rested even for a minute. We at- 
tacked the government's army many times and they attacked us again and 
again but I do not even have a scratch on my body. You cannot but call 
this a victory given to us by God. 
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NATIONAL OPPOSITION, INCLUDING NEW FREE OFFICERS, DEVELOPING IN EGYPT 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 21 Jun 80 pp 1, 12 


[Article; “Announcement of New Free Officers’ Organization in Egypt; 
Distribution of Tract Calling for Overthrow of the al-Sadat Regime") 


[Text] For several weeks the Egyptian political scene has been witnessing 
developments described by observers here as extremely important; that is, 
they all point to a qualitative development in the situation of the na- 
tional opposition to the regime of President Anwar al-Sadat. 


This development has taken a number of forms, the most outstanding being 
as follows. 


1. Early this month, the first tract of a military organization calling 
itself the "New Free Officers Organization" was distributed among the 

ranks of the armed forces. The tract calls openly for the overthrow of 
President al-Sadat's regime, which it also openly finds guilty of treachery. 


2. After the party's first congress on 10 and 11 April, the new central 
committee of the National Progressive Unionist Grouping held its first 
meeting on 29 and 30 May. It issued resolutions which political circles 
here consider a major leap in the party's stands, since the party, which 
is operating within the scope of existing constitutional legitimacy, is 
for the first time raising the demand that President al-Sadat be removed 
from power. 


3. The “National Coalition," which includes a number of persons from 
various political factions, has expanded in numbers, since 92 persons 
signed its last statement, as opposed to 44 persons who signed its first 
statement. It has also been observed that the last statement issued by 
this coalition brought up the question of a complete constitutional change, 
something understood to be an appeal for a "new political system" to re- 
place the al-Sadat regime. It has also been noticed that the language of 
the last statement coincided, in more than one matter, with that used in 
the latest resolutions of the Grouping Party, which suggests firm coor- 
dination between the two. 














4. Political ciccles in Cairo are circulating rumors about the imminent 
announcement of a "Broad National Front" which will include mos. of the 
legal and quasi-legal opposition parties, and which will move in the direc- 
tion of achieving a popular "constitutional change," {.e. the removal of 
the regime through large-scale popular action enjoining the review of the 
constitution in such a manner that the current regime will lose the 
"legitimate" basis for its existence. 

By “quasi-legal opposition," these circles mean parties like the "New 
Egyptian Wafd Party," which had earlier declared its own dissoulution in 
protest against repressive laws; the "Waddist Vanguard Party" and the 
"National Front," which are not licensed; the Nasirist groupings existing 
outside the Grouping Party; and Islamic groups described as radical 
existing outside the ranks of the Moslem Brotherhood, which has shifted 
over to supporting al-Sadat's regime. 





Observers here believe that the movement towards the "Broad National Front" 
is sure, at one stage or another of its activity, to attract two of the 
"Legal" opposition parties, which political circles describe as being the 
"official opposition:" the Socialist Labor Party, whose political ethics 
are developing in a direction bringing it close to the stands of the 
National Coalition, and the "Socialist Liberals Party," whose stands do not 
come under that heading but in any case reflect the nervousness of national 
businessmen over the current economic policy. 








In the estimation of informed observers here, the establishment of the 
Broad National Front, accompanied by the start of the new Free Officers’ 
Movement, means the beginning of a reversal for the al-Sadat regime, al- 
though the observers themselves are wary of rushing into anticipating 
developments and results. They do say that the reversal, when it begins, 
will be hard and long, but will in the end be decisive. 


[Text of Tract of New Free Officers’ Organization | 

To the free officers and soldiers of Egypt: 

The national army of Egypt has always desired to stay out of politics, in 
order to devote itself to discharging its sacred duty of defending the 


nation's territory and averting attack, the noblest duty and the greatest 
mission. 


But our bitter experience has confirmed the necessity of our participation 
‘nm reacting to policies which conflict with national independence and 
violate our sovereignty, especially ever since the ruling regime's deser- 
tion of the patriotic and national line. In the glorious October War, we 
achieved a tremendous victory, the fruit of the huge efforts, tribulations 
and sacrifices made by our armed forces and all the people. But the 
existing regime turned victory into defeat and wasted the blood and spirits 





of our martyrs, in order to sign the treachery and capitulation agreement 
with the Zionist enemy, and to begin the stage of normalizing relations, 
thereby placing the country, ite citizens, resources and honor under the 
domination of the colonialist=Zionist alliance, The agent regime also 
dispersed our forces to all fronts, except to the leraeli front, and 
deprived us of integrated, effective weapons, on the pretext of diversi- 
fying their sources, thereby making them a heterogenous mixture obtained 
at exorbitant prices and changing them into 4 means of getting rich off of 
fantastic commissions from dubious deals. Also, the movement of our forces 
in Sinai was restricted, and later on their size and weaponry, thereby 
weakening the country's sovereignty over our territory. In ite excessive- 
ness, the regime even went so far as to agree to the joint Egyptian- 
leraeli forces’ taking the place of the international forces, which means 
continued Israeli occupation of Sinai. 


Simultaneous with our forces’ removal from our borders with lerael, and in 
fact from the heart of our land of Sinai, the regime made arrangements to 
involve us in military adventures against the Arab brothers, and in the 
depths of Africa, shedding bright blood, the property of the nation and the 
people, in the service of colonialist and Zionist interests, in contraven- 
tion of the traditions of our national army, which has always fought in 
defense of the homeland and in the ranks of the Arab Liberation movement, 
especially during ‘Abd-al-Nasir's time. 


Aleo, the political authorities continued undeterred to use the weapons of 
transfer, purge and arrest against the opponents of thie disgraceful policy. 


Our armed forces will never regain our honor, nor the country its sovereignty, 
except through the removal of this detestable regime and the toppling of the 
elements of treachery and capitulation. 


© free officers and soldiers: from this day on we cannot remain silent 
about these disgraceful conditions. We gust unite ranks with all the 
opposition forces in order to begin delivering the nation from its enemies. 


(See next page for photocopy of tract) 











Photocopy of New Free Officers' Tract] 
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PANL<SADR BECOMING OBJECT OF ISLAMIC POWER STRUGGLE 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German / Jul 80 pp 96-97 
|Article: “'We Must Create Great Verest'") 


[Text] Power squabbles and opaque behind<the-scenes 
struggles are parlayring the leadership in Tehran 
while the country's probleme remain unsolved. 
Preeident Bani-Sadr--as a “wan veering toward the 
Weet,” the gain enemy of the ayatollah--was able to 
gain time by revealing 4 secret plan for 4 coup 
d'etat but no longer enjoys enough authority. 


iranians learned from his own newspaper about the situation of their 
President, Abol Hasan-Badr. 


in mid-June the Tehran paper ENKELAB ISLAM, founded by Bani-Sadr, stated 
prominently that he was a “tool of the United States" and would be “driven 
from office soon.” In addition “he does not back the imam and does not 
think in accordance with Islas." 


in order to overthrow him it was necessary to “erode his power, block his 
initiatives, hinder hie work, slander hie and create great unrest." 


Finally, headed by the orthodox etudents and the “army of 20 million” of 
Ayatollah Khomeyni, an “intensive attack” would “begin which would have to 
escalate to a point where Bani-Sadr would be completely paralyzed." Then 
“the military (should) be employed to complete the coup d'etat.” 


The detailed plan of 4 putech, which read like a combination of Strauss’ 
Vilshofen speech and Mao's call for cultural revolutinn, was meant seriously. 


What Bani-Sedr's paper spread among the indignant people was the taped 
minutes of 4 setret talk between Hasan Ayat, one of the leading men of the 
religiously oriented Islamic Republican Party (IRP), with persons not named. 

















And Avat is somebody. An ultrarightiet involved in resistance against the 
shat's regime already during his years as a student, the 4leyearwold jurist 
has meanwhile become one of the moat important figures among the religious 
fundamentalists, the political power base of Ayatollah Khomeyni, A member 
of the [RP Politburo and Central Committee, he represented the IRP on the 
Constituent Commission, 


Ayat's hatwed for Bani-Sadr is based on personal as well as political reasons. 
When the top candidate of the IRP dropped out shortly before the presidential 
elections in January because he was not 4a native Iranian but an Afghan, Ayat 
had to substitute for him at short notice. 


The popular election, however, was won by nonparty candidate Bani-Sadr with 
an overwhelming majority of 75.7 percent, and the fundamentalist Ayat, in 
any case without a chance because he did not have enough time to campaign, 
had to give up prematurely on Khomeyni'e orders. 


While the fact that, of all things, Bani-Sadr's paper now revealed his 
plan for @ coup was embarrassing for the IRP, the exacerbation of their 
confrontation with the president was not unwelcome to the fundamentalists. 


At firet the party spoke of a “dirty conepiracy” and “treason against the 
revolution,” and Ayat got the opportunity in religious papers to describe 
the tapee in detail as “garbled, distorted and censored.” 


Reporters were told by the putechist that he was prepared to surrender to 
a firing equad if it could be proved that he had planned a conspiracy. 


The eole arbiter recognized in the country, Ayatollah Khomeyni, to whom 
hani-Sadr had sent the comprising tapes as evidence, at first kept out of 
the dispute. 


Only 10 daye after publication of the minutes did he issue his verdict--in 
clear enough terme. At a public reception for relatives of victimes of the 
iranian revolution, Ayatollah Khomeyni charged the president and the 
Revelutionary Council with “lack of action" and “incompetence,” calling on 
them to resign if they were unable to do their job. 


With partieular vehemence he attacked the--still provisionally appointed-- 
ministers who continued to use in their offices stationery and stamps 
carrying the emblem of the hated shah regime. This had to stop within 10 
daye, or elee, the ayatollah said, he would summon any recidiviste regardless 
of rank before a firing equad. 


The aged tactician Khomeyni had once more diverted attention from the real 
problems, directing an indignation actually supposed to hit his IRP 
againet the few nonclerical politicians who still had a say in Tehran. 


Bani-Sadr, however, was not unprepared for the religious leader's trans- 
parent maneuver. As soon as 2 days after the old man's philippic, he stated 
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in a newspaper interview: "! have already written ay letter of resignation 
and handed it to the imam. We can publish it at any time in the event that 
{ should deviate from the path of the revolution and the religious principles." 


While gaining some breathing space with thie chess move, Bani-Sadr is hardly 
likely to win the opaque game against Khomeyni and his mullahe. 


‘o far, both in Washington and in Moscow, considered to be the “last voice 
of reason” in the Tehran struggle for power, the 4/-year-old Abol Hassan 
hani-Sadr, according to someone close to him, is no longer anything more 
than hie own prisoner.” 


Whatever the president hae tried in order finally to lead Iran out of the 
unetable phase of the lelamic revolution has been blocked or turned into the 
exact opposite by the fundamentaliate, with Imam Khomeyni's tacit agreement. 


Thie te aleo true of the seisure of hostages at the American Bmabassy in 
fehran. Bani-Sadr wae againet it and later favored an early release of 

the hostages. The fundamentalists, however--Khomeyni in the lead=--sup- 
ported those who had taken the hostages: the popular wrath against the 
United States was to newly enflame the by now merely glimmering fire of the 
iranian revolution. 


foday Bani-Sadr too sees no further chance of solving the hostage drama 

in the foreseeable future. “Valuable opportunities have been equandered,” 
said the president in an address in a Tehran mosque the week before last; 
‘we will have to live with thie problea.” 


The taking of the hostages and the Western reaction to it, however, are but 
two of many problems for economic expert Bani-Sadr. The land refore 
demanded by him, for instance, is not proceeding primarily because of the 
religious party's opposition. Plante continue idle because no one knows 
whom they belong to after the flight and disappropriation of the previous 
owners, and in the remainder there is a lack of raw materiale and spare 
parts. 


The number of unemployed has risen above 4 million. The rate of inflation-- 
according to Bani-Sadr, 50 percent at present--will soon rise to 70 percent. 
When, in light of this economic balance sheet, the fundamentalists on the 
Revolutionary Council demanded 4 more just distribution of the national 
assets in accordance with the rules of the Koran, Bani-Sadr merely said, 
"What national assets?” 


The minority problem continues unresolved. Kurds, Aserbaidzhanis and Arabe 
are continuing their etruggle for greater autonomy. At the Turkish-Irenian 
border, said Bani-Sadr in a speech recently, thousands of freight care with 
important import merchandise are stuck because the rebellious Kurds control 
the area. 
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A purge of "pro=shah elements’ ordered by homeyni the week before last 

has Worsened the domestic political situation additionally; more than 500 
employees in the Ministery of Petroleum alone and more than 400 professors 
and lecturers o! Tehran University were dismissed for having been collab- 
orators of the former secret police, SAVAK, or members of the shah party. 


The executioner=judge Khalkhali is at work again, Since 10 Maye-in other 
words, in not quite 2 monthe=-he proudly announced on television, he had 
more than 130 narcotic dealers executed=-more than had been sentenced to 
death by Iranian judges in the previous 60 years. 


Whether his vietime actually all were dealers is at least doubtful, Laat 
week up to 80 pereent of al] doctors went on strike at the hospitals be- 
cause 4 doctor had been condemned to death by a revolutionary court at 
Ahwat and executed=-not as a dealer in druge but for allegedly having 
participated in student unrest. 


The differences between Bani-Sadr and the fundamentalists, just as Ayat's 
plan for a coup and Khomeyni's order to proceed more harehly, are based on 
4 serious power struggle. 


in the final analysis the question is who will be able to make what candidate 
the firet lrantan prime minister after the revolution and whether the method 
of his appointment prescribed by the constitution can be put into effect. 


According to the constitution, the prime minister is appointed by the 
president, with the "religious leader" (Khomeyni at present) having merely 
to confirm him in office. Similarly as in France, the prime minister is 
supposed to be able to govern in Iran independently of the parliamentary 
majority. 


Thies, Ayatollah Beheshti, who with his IRP has 4 majority in parliament, 
wante to prevent under all circumstances. 


Seheohtl hae stressed on several occasions that he could not tolerate 
Islamic Iran to be ruled by “wen from the Weet"--Iranians who have studied 
in the Weet. 


Among the “men veering toward the West," however is not only the aan 
awarded a PhD by the Paris Sorbonne, Bani-Sadr, but the candidate recom- 
mended by him for the office of prime minister, Hasan Habibi. 


A juriet and sociologist and moreover the acknowledged executor of Ali 
Shariati--the top ideologist of the Iranian revolution @urdered by SAVAK-- 
the 4) year old Habibi to this day is the official spokesman of the 
Revolutionary Council. 


The IRP candidate, on the other hand, is Mossa Kalantari, only 32 years 
old, at present minister of roade and transport. A fundamentalist climber, 
he is considered “even more dogmatic” than 411 ayatollahe combined. 


In public Beheshti praised the godesty and incorruptibility of his 
protege, saying that Kalantari would forgo a minister’. salary, regarding 
“the minigum wage of an industrial worker" as sufficient. 
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PARTY SECRETARY AYAT CONDEMNS ANTI-REGIME PLOTTERS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Jun 80 pp 3, 12 


/aAvticle: “Dr : Anyone Who Conspires against the Islamic Republic 
Muet Be Executed" 


/‘Text/ Thureday evening at « presse conference, Dr fiasan Ayat, political 
eecret«ry of the Lelemic Republic, etated hie views concerning a tape which 
the newepaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI had published. In thie conference, among 
various thinge, Ayat announced that he had indicted the newspaper ENQELAS-E 
ESLAML. 


Ayat considered the material which appeared in the newspaper ENQELAB-E 
ESLAMI to be distorted, censored and defective and said “The newspaper 
ENQELAB-& ESLAMI, which really muet be called the newspaper ZEDD-E 

EWQRLAB-& ESLAMI (AGAINST ISLAMIC REVOLUTION], has a long-standing grudge 


against me and has engaged in the lowest conspiracies against the Islamic 
republic and against me, 





in another portion of hie stetement, Ayat said, “Anyone who conspires 
ageinet che Lelemic revolution met be executed and if it is proved that 
I have even thought of conspiring, I am prepared to be executed voluntar- 
iiy.” In the course of this conference, Ayat stated “In spite of the dis- 
tortions, theese tapes are a document of pride for ae." 


The text of Ayat's statements is as follows: 


At the outeet, Dr Ayat thanked the representatives of the press for their 
attendance and said, “I ask God that I not allow any subject except justice 


and truth to pase ay tongue.” 


Dr Ayat then referred to several pointe by way of introduction and said, 
“Piret, the fact that some things which were claimed to have been played 
on the tape are distorted, censored or defective: some sections vere 
spotty. They say that the tape wes unintelligible and in any event they 
changed the meaning, and this problem exists in both of the tapes which 
were published. 
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"Another matte: ie Chat 4 newepaper which calle itee!lt ENQELAB-£ ESLAMI 
Claims that I conepired against the republican system and the president, 
In face thie newspaper iteelf hae carried out the filthiest, Lowest con: 
opivacy againet the regime of the Lelamic Republic. Ae far ae 1 go, that 
ie not important, out thie newspaper has embarked on the filthiest con- 
apivacy againet the Lelamic Republic, Ie wrote ‘Ayat isa failing in this 
regard’, the people are accepting the charges, and we are doing imperial- 
lem 4 great service, Now in @ regime where beliefs and opinions are free 
and the surveillance of ideas te forbidden, when they send someone to a 
private meeting and set a trap for him, thie ie an outrage. This te a 
file which the newepaper ENQELAB-E& ESLAMI te making up on the regime of 
the lelamice Republic.” Ayat continued, “Let the enemies note that they 
cannot gain the elightest benefic from this activity on behalf of imperial- 
iem. What they are obtaining te against imperialiem. The ranie of the 
revolutionaries of Iran are united and will remain united until they repel 
imperialiem,” 


In contloulng hie etatemente, Ayat eaid, "One day, before this tape was 
published, Mr Bani Sadr himself promised that if such ambiguous lesues 
came up he would address himself to them in accordance with a decision he 
took in the Revolutionary Council but the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI did 
not observe thie point, even though it belongs to the president. The pres- 
ident must determine his views regarding this newspaper and che Offices of 
Cooperation between che President and the People, which aleo belong to 
hia.” 


Dr Ayet then proceeded to describe the objectives of this action, stating, 


"The objectives of the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI and the other counter- 
revolutionaries--the Khalqis, emocrats, Feda'is, and Komalas who are ail 
spreading filth againet me in unison--prove the truth of what I am saying. 
These consist of: 


“1. Causing the Conetitution of the Islamic Republic to lose ite effect. 
The proof of thie te that fact that I insisted that thie fraudulent draft, 
which t# palatable to the West and contrary to Islam, be changed and be 
Islamic. This is the object of the emam's support. 


"2. Taking vengeance against me because I was the cause of the fact that 
the principle of governance of the jurist in the constitution be ratified. 
}. Character assassination: They are aware of my influence among the 
Iranian people, and even of my influence in parliament, regardless of 
whether | am a representative or not. They made me a candidate for the 
presidency and deputy chairman of parliament in order to express those is- 
sues which the Iranian nation is suffering over in parliament. They are 
afraid thac I will raise the subject of American military invasion and 
the episode of the destruction of the helicopters on the ground, which is 
parliament's biggest victory, and that I will raise the issue of the 
hostages--che gentlemen's fear is over that." Dr Ayat then referred to 
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the love and hate which exiete with respect to him and said, "Look at the 
lalamic revolution before the parliament, There the newspaper ENQELAB-E 
ESLAMI and the Office of Cooperation with the People are talking about co- 
alicion but as a condition for the coalition stipulate that every 30 rep- 
resentatives must be from the Islamic Republican Party and the clergy but 
that Ayat should not be a representative . Where does this hatred and 
grudge come from? You know that I have identified the main lines of im- 
perialiem, There wae no need for them to back themeelves up with a Cape. 
[ have made 300, 400 open speeches and have expressed my criticiems, 5, 
Terrifying parliament. The majority of parliament is following the path 
of the emam and the Islamic Republic, The overwhelming majority of repre- 
sentatives are people who have gone through torture and ioprisonment for 
the sake of thie revolution and they are not prepared to have the gains of 
thie revolution drawn into deviation. Prior to the formation of parlia- 
ment, in epite of the emam's counsel, the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI began 
to weaken parliament. They raised the issue of coordination between the 
president and parliament. Is thie right? Where in the world has this 
happened’? The newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, in repeated issues, has pro- 
ceeded to weaken parliament on grounds that the voting for it was low or 
that the elections to it were such-and-such, and this was in spite of the 
emam's repeated council ‘Do not show contempt for parliament, since that 
is contempt for the nation’ and they know that parliament will not be 
terrified. 


Baseless Statements! 


"6. Proof of the baseless vain statements which they have been making con- 
cerning the cultural revolution, which is the object of the emam's atten- 
tion, the revolution which the emam has made the basis of action, the rev- 
olution which I in the presidential elections made my first program, the 
revolution which, if it is launched, will repulse imperialism. They came 
and said that after 4 June there would be a liquidation of the Mojahedin. 
They saw that 4 June came and nothing happened, and even the Amjadieh epi- 
sode could not result in anything. The matter was proof of the fact, the 
matter that the conspiracy which was made against the Islamic Republic, 
eliminating me from the podium of parliament, especially as regards the 
spy house--documents have been obtained and I have said many times that 
these documents must be placed at the disposal of the people so that the 
entire situation may become clear and the traitors and those who have con- 
nections with imperialism should be recognized. Nobody whose name is not 
anyplace should have any fear, but there are gentlemen whose names exist. 
This latest conspiracy also is one of the filthy conspiracies of the 
Americans. I will not depart from the arena at any time and the people of 
Iran will be behind me as well. They can assassinate my body but they 
will never be able to assassinate my personality." 


The Conspiracy Issue 
Dr Ayat then turned to the conspiracy issue which had been raised and said, 
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"Everyone know, what a conapiracy ie. The newspaper ENQELAB-E USLAMI, 
whose name ought to be ZEDD-E ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, atated thac che conspiracy 
which aimed at having ‘such-and-such' a person make a coup d'etat and 
bring down the president~-how te this conspiracy to be carried out? Or- 
dinarily by a group of armed people, a group of guerrillas, with a series 
of underground programs, How can a conspiracy be carried out with four 
unknown university students, one of whose agents was the correspondent 
whose name was given’ How can someone who fought at the time of the Shah 
be prepared to conspire with four etudentse’ Then there came the words 
which were used such as network, scheme, program, from above, from below, 
let ue escablish relations, Now what ie the baeia of the case’? The Revo- 
luttonary Council approved che fact that the universities should be shut 
down starting 4 June and liquidated and that Islamic culture put into prac- 
tice, which ts the subject of the emam's support. Mr Bani Sadr came and 
he himeelf said ‘If the groups do not empty out their organizations (which 
was not at all the ieeue of the cultural revolution), | myself will go 
with che people to the university’ and he considered this movement to be 
an American operation. However, when victory was won, he said ‘Today is 
the day of national sovereignty.’ If the operation is an American one, 
why ie its result a desirable one? If it is genuine, why is he making 
these charges!" 


Ayat then stated, with respect to hie discussions concerning Ayatollah 
Montazari, ‘len't saying that Montagari is someone of whom the emam has 
said on many occasions'My existence is to be summarized many times in bim' 
and someone to whom the title of an eminent religious jurist has been 
given--ien't the glorification of such a person and the fact that it was 
mostly he who presented Montazari to the people, or said that the univers- 
ity should be liquidated of counterrevolutionary elements, said that the 
radio and television should be under the supervision of the three powers, 
or the fact that in the second tape I said ‘There should be no playing 
with cliques in che army’ and that the president's government should con 
tinue ‘or 4 years--if this is a conspiracy in the view of the newspaper 
ENQEL/.6-E ESLAML, the emam and the nation are the head conspirators, be- 
cause | have said nothing more than that. In many places they made harn- 
ful distortions or if it was not to their benefit they changed the meaning." 





Dr Ayat chen described the subjects which had been distorted or had been 
presented in contrary fashion, part by part. Among other things, regarding 
the statement that "Old Bani Sadr cannot even resist," he said, “That is 
very full of meaning. Because these people wanted to put a program into 
action, they concluded, ‘what is the program?’ The program to which I re- 
ferred in the tape consisted of a program which I had decided in implemen 
tation of the Revolutionary Council's decision concerning the ‘hutdown of 
the university and the cultural revolution. It was even the innovation 

of Mr Beheshti, namely that after the universities were shut down, a pro- 
gram on the instruction of Islamic ideology should be put into implementa- 
tion in Tehran in order that the university students may not be out of work 
and this should also be broadcast on the radio and television. I stated 
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that Bani Sadr cannot put up reeletance to this program and that he will 
also go along because it ia che propagation of Lalamic idevlogy. Or, for 
example, [ said that a violent attack is beginning. Thie attack was for 
the cultural revolution, Or, in another place, it te written that I said 
‘Go into the high echoola, then what are you going to do?' I said, ‘As 
they are going.’ Thie thinking of theira goes back to the Cowmuniscte and 
the Khalqie. I said, ‘You go put @ stop to their deviation; it is also 
clear from the rest of the matter that you are teaching.’ I said, ‘organ- 
ize.’ Just ae they have formed organizations and are conspiring, you also 
inatruct a network which has been organized so that they will not be able 
to do anything’ The situation has reached the point where these peeudo- 
leftiete would not employ Moslem professors, and there is evidence for this. 
They then came and prepared the conepiracy and coup d'etat for this network 
organization and expansion, The judgment on that is up to the people. 

They thought that the people are stupid whereas the people understand a 
great deal. This wave which they have created is returning in their direc- 
tion and will destroy all the traitors." 


Regarding the correspondent whose name was mentioned in the newspaper 
ENQELAB-E ESLAMI, Ayat said, "This correspondent was nothing but a spy, 
but not a spy of Bani Sadr's or the Islamic revolution's--rather, he is 
connected with these Khalqis who are playing with them." 


Dr Ayat also said, "This newspaper's dispute with me is long-standing. 
Since it is attributed to Bani Sadr, everyone thinks that they are Bani 
Sadr's statements and Bani Sadr must clarify his position on this newspaper." 
Ayat then said, “We are protecting Bani Sadr, as the president, just as he 
himeelf stated in the second tape, tn the context of the conetitution. At 
a meeting I held with Bani Sadr, I told him, I will act with you as with 
Jalaloddin Farsi, the presidential candidate who was the object of my pro- 
tection.’ If Farsi, or anyone else, deviates from the system of the Islam- 
ic republic, we will fight against him, within the framework of the law as 
well. The problem lies in the fact that we had one kind of struggle with 
the Shah and another kind with the members of thie regime. Bani Sadr is 

at the head of this regime. I said, ‘You are weakening parliament, the 
partisans are doing so, and thie is against the orders of the emam." With 
respect to Bani Sadr's statements on the parliamentary referendum, Dr Ayat 
then stated, “This parliament was fraudulent. This parliament is the rep- 
resentative of the people. No one gave the president permission for a 
referendum. This is not the era of Dr Mosaddeq now. Again, the dissolu- 
tion of the 17th Parliament was to the detriment of Iran. Weakening and 
dissolving the parliament means strengthening the enemy. 


"The Council of Experts reduced the president's powers lest he move toward 
deviation. At this point they introduced the comedy that ‘The president 
has no powers.’ It is the constitution which has eliminated the powers of 
the president, not me. The same newspaper ENQELAB-E ES’AMI, on 19 October, 
set up a straw man in the form of someone who is the president, and Bani 
Sadr himself said at the Council of Experts in regard to the powers of the 














presidenc ‘I co not accept the presidency,’ Is that disdain for the posi- 
tion of the presidency, or ie it that I saia that the powers of the presi- 
dent should be minor, in accordance with che law?" 


Om the point chat Bani Sadr was in che Second National Front, Ayat also 
said, “Ie ie a subject which has been confirmed; not even Mr Bani Sadr can 
deny that not only did the National Front have no role in 5 June but that 
it even condemned it. Bani Sadr and Shapur Bakhtiar were members of this 
front." Regarding Salamatian, who was active in the Office of Cooperation 
between the People and the President, Ayat said, "According to publications 
which were published in Europe and exist even now, this Mr Salamatian 
cursed Mr Bani Sadr and the Second National Front. Now he has become a 
worshipper of Bani Sadr's. Ase far as what I said, to the effect that 

Me Bani Sade is not Islamic, goes, the point is not that he is not a 
Moslem but that he is a nationalist. Proof of that is also in a newspaper 
which was published in Europe for 10 years, at the head of each issue of 
which was written 'Bectablishment of a national government is the goal of 
the National Front,’ and which finally wrote that the national government 
is the [Islamic government." 


Regarding one sentence which was written, "The emam has died," Dr Ayat 
said "I did not use these words. Rather I said that if, God forbid, the 
emam should bid farewell to the earthly abode, let the enemy not attack 
and we must be prepared. This statement shows my anxiety over the future 
of the country. You will not see the slightest indication that I have 
spoken against the emam in the whole tepe " 


Ayat then referred to history, described imperialism's style of influence, 
and said "One of its techniques was to create an alternative path, and 
this National Front is also an alternative path." Ayat also said, "Imper- 
ialism is trying to eliminate religious people and the clergy from the 
course of the struggle by strengthening the alternative path of the Nation- 
al Front.” In continuing his statements, Ayat said, "All right, if there 
really was a question of conspiracy, as the comedy has been set up, all 
right, let chem expose the conspiracy. Someone who conspires against the 
Islamic Republic must be executed and, if it is proved that there was even 
the thought of a conspiracy in my mind, I am ready to be executed 
voluntarily." 


Ayat said, "Mr Bani Sadr has met with many failures and is trying to break 
the facts of his failures over Ayat's head. What has Ayat got to do with 
it? Did L have any executive job so that it could be said that the uni- 
versity should be shut down? I was not a member of the Revolutionary 
Council. Did I say that, or did the Revolutionary Council itself say it? 
[Is the Revolutionary Council conspiring?" Ayat also said "In spite of 

the distortions this tape is a document of pride for me. The constitution 
must be implemented. The relationship with Bani Sadr entails these very 
points. If I was in rebellion they should execute me. Naturally this is 
so--lest some curse befall the emam after which the enemy will attack us. 
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My entire anxiety is over the facc that the revolution not end up in fail- 
ure or be drawn into deviation, This tape is a document of pride for me. 
The gentlemen have given thie the name of conspiracy. If this is a con- 
spiracy, I am proud of this conspiracy. It has been stated that the emam 
has been offended. I do not know whether the emam has been offended or 
not, but, if he has been offended, he has become unhappy with these impi- 
ous acts and this espionage which is against the explicit stipulation of 
the koran, which is, 'Do not spy into one another's affairs.'" 


Of course the Islamic Government Wants Information but Not the Security 
Organization and File Makers 


Regarding part of the subject of "let them go around from 1000 hours and 
after,“ Ayat said, "It has been stated that for example they should take 
a truck full of weapons at 1000 hours,wheras this was related to the time 
of America's military attack, and I said that they were to go around at 
10000 hours and Later." 


Concerning the army, Ayat said, "I have said several times that one must 
show decisiveness regarding Kordestan. For this reason I became -he object 
of an attack by the newspaper KAR. See what the newspaper KAR's behavior 
is toward me and the Republican Party and what it is toward the newspaper 
JOHMURI-YE ESLAMI." 


At the conclusion of his statements, Ayat said, "They have combined this 
conspiracy plan by Dr Ayat with the resignation of Abu Sharif and Farrahi 
in order to make a single move," 


He also invited the people involved with the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI to 
a television show. In this sphere, Ayat presented a letter of complaint 
against the calumnies and accusations of the newspaper ENQELAB-E ESLAMI to 
the Office of the [Islamic Revolution Public Prosecutor. 
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KUWAIT 


BFFECT OF OLL, WRALTW ON MATLONAL CHARACTER BEV LEWED 
Lomdon AL WAWADITH in Arabic 16 May 60 pp 52, 5) 


/Avtiocle by Qadri Qal'aji: “Wealth «That a Sword; the Big Pieh 
Devout the Geall Fieh in the Kuwait Stock Marker” 


/Text/ As you enter the Palace of the Rairate in Kuwait (which the people 
call the Shore Palace, because it ie situated on the coast of the gulf), 
there etende before you « legend inecribed on top of one of the gates 
which eaye “May whet hes reached you Leet for others.” 


Thie saying, which Shaykh Selim al-Muberak a1 -Sabseh edopted a8 « motto 

and ordered inscribed on the entrance to the castle the day it wae built 

ae bie residence in 1904, appears to have become « sotto for the ruling 
femily in Kuwait. Abmed el-Jebir, ‘Abdallah al-Salie, Sebeh el-Selie and 
Jabic al Abmad followed Shaykh Salie as rulere. ech of them renovated 
some of the buildings in the palace and sought to enlerge it, but they 

have all been enxious to preserve thie , Which reminds them thet 

rule te evanescent, that life ende and only the people end good work remate. 


I thought ebout the profound meanings of thie saying whenever I went to 
vieit Shaykh ‘abdelleh al-Selie end Shaykh Sebeh o1-Salie, the two late 
emirs. Ite seaningse renewed themeelves in my epirit when I entered the 
pelece to vieit Emir Jebir al-Atmed. It wae os if | was witnessing roles 
and chapters succeeding one another in en era filled with history. 


However, Jabir al-Ahmad's role in ruling did not ectually start with the 
start of hie tenure, but goes back to the days of hie youth, through his 
participation in « oumber of social and economic ectivities. Perhaps the 
year 1959, the year in which he took charge of the Minietry of Finance, 
was in the bietory of Kuwait, the turning poiot from the framework of « 
tribal sheikhdoe to the framework of « civilised stete. At that time the 
firet modern budget of the state was established, and for ite sake he en- 
tered into « struggle with some traditional sheikhs. In thie the victory 
went to the man of progress and development, who thus ended the stage of 
special dispensations which charecterized regimes in the gulf etetes when 
they were firet founded, and began the stage of seriousness, responsibil- 
ity, care and accountability in the edminietration of the country's 
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atfaive., Le wee @ etage whieh began with Che establishment of the Baploy~ 
eee’ bureau and ended with the eatabliahment of the Kuwait Selentific Ke- 
search and Advancement Inetitution, whieh te to be considered one of the 
moet conepicveus of Kuwait's achievements and sources of pride. 


ie lived with polities and became practiced in ite complexities, from the 
time he opened hie eyes to life wader the stewardship of hie father the 
ruler Shaykh Abmead al-Jabir, and he suffered through the experience of 
ruling te all tee dimenetone for « period of 12 yeare, during the time he 
wae the crown prince and prime minister. in him were conjoined qualities 
of tatelligence and morality embodied in exemplary conduct, the ability te 
converse, and readiness Co accept other opiniones if persuaded through ob- 
jective argument. He became « symbol of self-control, independent think- 
ing, aod uprightness at @ Cime when properadminietration became « reason 
for the etate’s existence, 


When Che resucgence of Kuwait, ite takeoff toward the caravan of civilisza- 
tion, and ite model etate which has relied upon order and knowledge as « 
buttress and focus and has adopted freedom and justice as ite Law and goal, 
are mentioned, Jabir al-Abmad, who wae in the vanguard of the good persons 
to bulld and consolidate the building, the great hearte which sacrificed 
themelves and sacrificed themselves well, and the bright minds which dis- 
pelled the dark and spread light, te mentioned. 


when Kowalt's noble positions on Arab causes are mentioned, Jabir al-Ahmad, 
who wee to Che vanguard of those directing the policy of bis Arab country 
and waking it @ leading country in backing fraternal countries and provid- 
ing (oem with aid Cheie resurgence was lacking, etrengthening their power 
and ieplenting their independence, helping them to persevere in the face 

of foreien aggression, Liberate themeelves from ite fire and ward off ite 
dangere, (te mentioned. There is nothing sore splendid than for the major 
Arab countcles to turn toward their emall brother, on which God bestowed 
the bounties end blessings which helped ic to resurge rapidly end set forth 
with « Leap, #0 thet it could participate in the construction end develop- 
eeot of these countries rather then have them turn toward the east or the 
weet to attain aid which would enteil the direct or indirect intervention 
and obvious or concealed influence of one country or another, all of which 
seek oot our lend, are hostile to our values and principles and want to 
make ve subordinate countries revolving in their orbit, praieing their 

name and subject to their euthority. 


The stamp of Jabir al-Ahmad is apparent on all the political and economic 
accompliehmentse which hawe defined the course of the resurgence. He is « 
true statesmen, « lover of planning, development and interaction with big 
elode and international experts. He has always been on the side of the 
people and the people heave been on his side, because of his bold positions 
in adopting the necessary legislation and codifying the necessary lews and 
hie courage in rectifying thie legislation end these laws when their errors 
or deficiencies or their inability to ebsord the requirements of unremitting 





progress appeared in practice, How much hae he resolved with hie decisive 
nese and wiedom when bureaucracy or turmoil tried to obstruct the path! 


Thie lover of planning wae not content with the effort the government wae 
exerting in economic development, making induetry @ new sou ce of national 
income, making carefully etudied lavestmente in local, Arab and foreign 
economic project, and traneferring @ large portion of seurplue annual in- 
come to the etete reserve. Rather, he began planning for the future, te- 
suing on 26 November 1976 « decree which stipulated that « special account, 
to be called “The Reserve for Coming Generations,” would be opened in which 
@ specific annual percentage of state revenues would be deposited and whose 
monies would be invested in projects which wer> guaranteed constantly to 
grow, Offictale in Kuwait are silent about the current figures in thie ac- 
count and the amount it could reach in 2050, the date on which experts 
think it te Likely that Kuwait's of] reserves will be depleted (thie was 
before the recent decree reducing production). We raised thie question to 
one financial men, and he thought it probable that if deposite and invest 
mente continued to flow inte it at @ constant rate, the balance of the 
“Reserve for Coming Generations” that year would come to $500 billion. 
Thies figure, or riches eimilar to it, will be Jabir al-Ahmad's gift to the 
generation of 2050--in addition, of course, to the etete reserve and ite 
numerous increasing investwente and the cultural, health and construction 
organizetions which are innumerable and make up « culturel ecoum lation 
whieh te almost fantastic. 


ie wealth everything, however’ Is it enough to create an integrated soct- 
ety and balanced people, or ie it «a two-edged eword with negative as well 
o® poettive features’ 


One of my Kuwaiti intellectual friends expressed to me his anxiety about 
the peychological turmoil which Kuwaici society has been suffering from 
through increasing wealth, excessive leisuce and totel confidence over 
the present and future now that the government hese cteken care of all 
people's affaires, provided them with all their demands, and given them 
more then any government anywhere in the world gives ite citizens. 


Perhaps some examples will add to the clarity of the picture: 


The government has bought from che citizens their old homes, huts and 
shacks in order to build etreets, parke, schools, hosepitele and modern in- 
stitutions in their place, paying them, per foot, « fantastic price rang- 
ing from 50 to 100 dinare, then selling houses built in the soet modern 
styles to people with Limited incomes at toke, prices for long periods. 
Then it gave land allocated for this purpose to those who wanted to build 
at the price of 1 dinar per meter, the price to be paid over 25 years, 
lending them large amounts of money for building expenses and in most 


cases exempting citizens from paying the instalments, or « large part 
of them. 





The government provides citizens with free education, free medical care 
and (ree vecrestional activities, Lt aleo provides them with water, elec: 
tricity, and telephones at token charges, lt gives jobs to everyone who 
aeke for them, tn the least cases the salaries of employees are no lower 
than 150 dinare pee month, If « eltizen does not find work or Lacks work, 
the Mintetry of Social Affaire gives him monthly asetetance to provide 
him with the neceseities of life, However, if he wante to rent hie name 
to someone coming from abroad, who hae the right to establish « company or 
business only in participation with @ Kuwaiti partner or guarantor, he can 
receive from 500 to 1,000 dinare per month, 


The social security syetem hae given each employee the right to retire 
after 15 years and obtain « retirement pension equal to 65 percent of hie 
original salary lees expenses, provided that he not obtain more than 750 
dinare per month. The proportion of the retirement pension increases 
every year by 2.5 percent until it totale 98 percent of the original 
salary after 0 yeare of service, 


The Kuwaiti intellectual friend said, "This excessive feeling of confidence 
which pervades the Kuwaiti hee created a kind of Listlessnese and frivol- 
ousness which has been compounded by the fantastic wealth many Kuwaitie 
have acquired by selling land or dealing in it after ite values have risen 
staggering |y or through commercial and industrial activity, the purchase 

of etocke, and speculation in the stock market. The condition of excessive 
lLiecleseness ie Like that of excessive misery--if a man does not face it 
with @ breve heart, extreme wiedom and faith in human values, it is like 

an earthquake shaking him to the core, distorting hie psychology and fin- 
ishing him off. 


‘Imagine that an ordinary citizen whose home was worth the equivalent of 
500 dinars sold it « few days ago for « million dinare--do you believe 
thet @ie man will preserve hie former tranquility and balance? 


“When we were emall, we observed that the children of poor families hed 
eore tadependent judgment and were more receptive to studying than the 
colldren of rich families, because the Latter did not feel a pressing need 
to know the way the othere did. What would you think now of a boy whom « 
ounber of people were available to serve, who had « collection of the most 
modern jaze songe and « stereo of the most luxurious type, spending his 
days dancing and singing, spending « number of monthe in the resorts of 
London and Paris, knowing that his future was aseured at the highest level, 
then being taken by «a driver to school in an air conditioned car so thet 
he could vex his wind with the mysteries of algebra, physics and chen- 
istry--do you believe that he would agree to study with the necessary at- 
tention and the requisite zeal’ 


“I heard « lady from one of the rich families blaming her son, 4 student, 
for bie laziness and neglect of his studies. He anewered her by saying, 
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‘why should | tive myself out etudying’ To be an engineer? | can hire « 
dosen engineers, ' 


"l remember chat I would go from the north to the south of town to get to 
echool, and I would always arrive before other pupile. We learned by prie- 
itive methods under conditions of utmost severity. Nonetheless, we did 
not couplein or shirk our fate, Yesterday ay son had hardly gone to the 
teacher before he came back, and when | asked hie why he returned he re- 
plied that the edminietraetion hed suspended classes because the air condi- 
tiener had broken down!" 


The Kuwaiti intellectual friend fell eilent « little while, then said bit- 
terly, “When the social ineurance syetem, which te the most progressive 
auch eyetem in the world, was issued, half the Kuwaiti government e=ploy- 
eee resigned, received retirement pensions and etarted working in other 
areas. Who ie going to bother himself with government positions now, as 
long a6 citizens can obtein several times an exployee's salary from ainor 
commercial activity, especially since commerce and industry do not suffer 
from any restrictions, are not faced with any obstacles and do not bear 
any taxes! 


“Here another problem setends out. Moet Kuwaitis do not work, except as 
heads, managers, or supervisors of projects and organizations. Lest the 
productive power of the society weaken, it is necessary that manpower and 
experts come from ebroed; thie ie leading to constent inflation in the 
number of people coming to Kuwait. They now aske up 60 percent, as com- 
pared with the Kuwaitise, whose number does not exceed 40 percent of the 
total population. I do not know what the government's position on these 
expatriates is. As for we, I do not believe that the Arabs are foreign 
ere; they have contributed to building the etete and performed many ser- 
vices for it. However, | wonder about the Indiens, Koreans, Iranians and 
Pakistanis, who number in the hundrede of thousands. Thies number will in- 
crease constantly, because the need for them is continuing. The more the 
industrialization plane accelerate, the more the need increases to iaport 
foreign manpower and human capabilities. Does thie not lead, with time, 
to the occurrence of dieruptions in Kuwaiti society, with the Kuwaitie be- 
coming few in their country’ Ise it to be ruled owt that what ie going on 
here is whet went on in Rome when the number of slaves proliferated and 
exceeded the number of masters’ 


“Shall L talk to you about those who have been made drunk by wealth after 
poverty and leisure after deprivation and heave become lost in mazes of 
dissolution, dellying in the attaiament of pleasures, violating the values 
and traditions we have known, consider themselves demigods, imagine that 
the town is in an immoral, dissolute state, hare our reputation ebroad and 
harm our society with the different types of corruption they have iaported 
into it? 
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"L de net deny that we have the need to draw meh from the Weet and ite 
knowledge and civilisation, but what we draw gust not be restricted to 
what civilisation iteelf rejects, In all cases, in exchange for what we 
do take, we met not relinguleh our personality, identity and genuineness, 


"lL once heard « literary person lecturing on the catastrophe of Lebanon, 
and he eaid, ‘The worm wae gnawing away at the leafy tree beneath ite 
proeperity--indeed, the prosperity iteelf was the worw!' 


“Our society base become known a8 the society of the single family, of 
spiritual and moral values of cooperation and mitual responsibility, but 
social relations heave now become fragmented, there ie no neighbor who knows 
hie own neighbor, ne relative who le concerned with the affaire of hie own 
relative, The gap hae widened between fathers and sone, even to the point 
where ic ie ae if they were strangers to one another. The inetinete of 
plunder have been awakened in most people, and all of them are trying to 
wrest away what ie in the hands of others. If you visit the stock market 
one day you will see how the hamurahe (big fish, in the Kuwaiti dialect) 
are devouring the Little fieh !" 


| said, “Talk Co me some more about the hamurahe.” 


te eald, “The hamurahe speculate in the etock market in order to sequire 
greater caine, or just for the sake of enjoyment and recreation. The 
profit or lose of « million dinare does not concern them at all. The 
emeall epeculatore come there to make quick gains, and the big ones swallow 
them up and devour then." 


| told ay frlend, as we had reached the seashore and were sitting down to 
listen to the waves and the raging surf, “I once read that drug addiction 
hed risen in the Scandinavian countries, Like Sweden, and that the euicide 
rate there had risen, especially in Sweden. Peychologiets explein this by 
the abundant social ineurance which has guaranteed the wherewithal for « 
life of welfare for the citizens; perplexity and loses dominate them be- 
cause thete lives are devoid of a sense of struggle. Some citizens even 
travel to other societies to work in order to feel this pleasure which 
they have lost in their own country--che pleasure of struggling end fight- 
ing for the sake of a higher ideal.” 


The Kuwaiti friend, who at that time was occupying « ministerial position, 
said, “That came about gredually in the Scandinavian countries, over « 
period of many generations, and it etill created the disturbances it cre- 
ated in people's epirite and anxiety in their consciences. As for us, 
though, it happened suddenly, and there was « leap forward, as happens in 
the stories of Hatim al-Marid in the Arabian Nights. It is naturel in « 
case like this that ite effect should be greater and ite results deeper 
and more comprehensive. While the Swedes commit suicide physically, we 
commit suicide psychologically. We are living with a suicidal mentality. 
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Perhaps you have not forgotten the theory of Adler, to the effect that the 
person who ie most impelled to commit suicide ie the one who ie moet at: 
tached to life! 


“A while ago, the HERALD TRIBUNE newspaper issued a special supplement on 
Kuwait etating Chat excessive wealth there ie creating an easy society. 
The Kuwaiti's per capita income is higher than in any other country of the 
world, and the state services he receives over the years of hie life are 
estimated at about half a million dollare per capita. It added that the 
notion of the welfare state means the provision of free health services, 
free education, cheap housing, and social ineurance for life, but the 
Kuwaiti citieen receives more than that. This makes Kuwait a different 
sort of place than Britain and Sweden, for example. After it tabulated 
what the Kuwaiti receives directly or indirectly from the state, it said 
that thie great leap in all sectors wae not purely an advance--it also 
gave birth to a kind of Lietleseness and negligence, and the rate of ‘in 
flation has multiplied five times over in the past 20 years." 


[ said, "What te the state doing? Doesn't Jabir al-Ahmad sense this dis- 
turbance in the society and thie anxiety in people's spirits?" 


He said, “What can the government do in a case like this? Remedying these 
matters te the responsibility of the parents and school in the first place. 
| can testify that the minister of education, Jasim al-Marzuq, understands 
education as more than etuffing minds with information, it is also educat- 
ing the epirit and the soul and developing the conscious, integrated per- 
sonality who belleves in national, moral and human values. In this regard 
he fe making great efforta, for which his strong personality and broad 
culture qualify him. Jabir al-Abmad ventured on a step which will have a 
profound effect in the coming days, which is the service to science which 
was stipulated 2 years ago and whose implementation began | year ago. 

Thie will guarantee that young people go back to some of the harshness in 
which we are of utmost need, forging the citizens in the crucible of a 
feeling of responsibility which we are missing in the people of this gen- 
eration. These days the government is also setting out the idea of impos- 
ing taxes on citizens so they will feel that they are contributing to 
building their estate and the assets of their country. There are people 
who support this idea and people who oppose it, and opinions concerning it 
have not yet become crystallized.” 


My friend bade me farewell as he said, 


"May God bless the days of the sea and diving and struggling--they built 
men!" 
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LAHHUD ATTACKS ARMY CHIEF ON ARMY COMMAND REORGANIZATION 


Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 13 May 80 p 3 


[Interview with the chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Defense and 
Security, Col Fu'ad Lahhud, by Sati’ Nur-al-Din: “Phony Concern for the 
Maronites Has Hampered, and is Continuing to Hamper, Efforts to Rebuild 
the Army; Giving Unlimited Powers to the Director of Intelligence Will 
Pave the Way to the Establishment of a Tyrannical Dictatorial Sectarian 
Police State] 


[Text] The defense law does not define powers so that the "arrangements" 
desired by [army commander] Victor Khuri can go through. There has been 
a deliberate delay in promulgating the law. The proposed reorganization 
of the military command is completely bad. 


The chairman of the Cabinet Committee on Security and Defense, Col Fu'ad 
Lahhud, declared that giving political powers to the director of army 
general intelligence was illegal, because it is contrary to statute 139 

of 12 June 1959 which governs the organization of the general administra- 
tion of national security, and which established a bureau of investigation 
which was given these powers. Giving such powers [to army intelligence] 
would pave the way to the establishment of a sectarian police state. 


Lahhud said that the current director of army intelligence has a private 
army numbering thousands of men--[riot] and defense regiments--who receive 
higher salaries than other troops. Last week, one of their [army intel- 
Ligence] units harrassed with colleague, Dr Pierre Dakkash. 


Lahhud told us that when the commander of the army, Gen Victor Khuri, was 
acting minister of defense, he opposed an elaborate reorganization proposed 
by the joint [parliamentary] committees last year, which defined the struc- 
ture, powers and responsibilities of the army command. This happened 

three months before the new defense law was enacted, and after he had 
himself laid out a reorganization of the army by means of a simple service 
memorandum, based on his powers under the old army law. This plan is 
practically identical to the army command plan which Gen Khuri is propor 
ing today, and which is the subject of controversy among government lea: 





Lahhud warned Khuri that he would sulfer the same fate as his predecessors 
if he were to remain obstinate and continue his vain attempt to hold on to 
powers that are not his while neglecting hia functions as army commander, 
Lahhud wondered whether the army commander has ever gone to visit hie men 
in Kawkaba or Argun, He also wondered how many real maneuvers the army 
has carried out--not juet those for television. 


This is from an interview with Col Lahhud in which he discussed the back- 
ground and dimensions of the current controversy among government Leaders 
over the statute on army command powers which is seen as crucial, The 
following is a text of the interview. 


{Question} How are you currently dealing with the disagreement among 
government leaders over the army command reorganization statute? 


[Answer] | am sorry that your esteemed newspaper has presented me with a 
fait accompli by publishing the statute on army command powers before we 
even discussed it in the parliament. Your comments on this proposal, as 
1 read today, make it necessary for me to give a more complete explana~- 
tion of the matter in order to clear up any confusion in the minds of 
readers about the night this issue was studied by the parliament. This 
issue, whether we like it or not, has become crucial inasmuch as the 
prime minister, during a parliamentary debate, courageously and clearly 
stated that reconciliation has been held up as a result of the difference 
of opinion among government leaders over the statute. The holding up of 
reconciliation means the holding up of all agreements on matters of life 
and destiny. It also means that the conspiracy--and the resulting danger 
of collapse of the country--have become more serious. 


Before we go more deeply into the subject, and explain the points of con- 
tention, and offer an opinion on solutions, I want to set forth certain 
points which must be considered as basic premises: 


1. 1 ama Maronite. My father was a Maronite, and my father's father 
was a Maronite from an old Maronite family. But only in church. Outside, 
I am a Lebanese. If I thought as a Maronite outside the church I would 
consider it a discredit to both my Lebanese nationality and my Maronite 
religion. I do not accept any substitute for my Maronite religion, and 

| want to assure the whole world of my devotion to it. In order to do 
that [| must show love, understand‘rg and true patriotism. 


2. The army commander's powers derive from his combat responsibilities, 
not from his administrative and policical responsibilities--that is, in 
training his troops, and instilling them with confidence in the president 
so that he will be able to send them off to die convinced that death is 
for the sake of the homeland. The army commander's powers are not in 
authorizing the purchase of boots and other equipment, and not in pur- 
suing a policy through the use of the military intelligence service. 
Rather, his powers spring from his personality and his ability to set a 
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good example, and be a father to all the citiszens--someone whom they trust. 
Therefore he cannot turn into a factional leader and he must be beyond all 
suepicion and criticienm, 


3. According to a proverb, “experience is the best proof." Because the 
old army law gave the army commander authority in business and political 
mattere he was distracted from his sacred fundamental tasks, and every 
army commander, without exception got into trouble. Fu'ad Shihab used 
these powers to become president of the republic--while the army was 
managed by means of the intelligence service. Emile al-Bustani was dis- 
charged from the army. Jean Nujaym was killed. Iskandar Ghanim and 
Hanna Sa'id were also discharged from the army. 


in this commention | am addressing Gen Khuri. He will suffer the same 
fate as his predecessors if he obstinately continues to hold on to powers 
that are not his, while ignoring his functions as army commander, as he 
is now doing. I would ask him: has he even once gone to visit his men 
in Kawkaba or Arzun? How many genuine maneuvers has the army carried out, 
besides those for television? 


| know for a fact that Gen Khuri was one of our best officers: I had 
first-hand acquaintance with him because he was in the armored service of 
which | was commander for 13 years. But he became conceited. From colo- 
nel he very quickly rose to brigadier general, then general, then he be— 
came a minister. 


Here I would ask those who are zealously concerned about the powers of the 
army commander: How does the army commander or the Maronites benefit 
from these abundant powers, when every commander got himself in trouble? 

| say that these broad powers have prevented Lebanon from utilizing the 
army ever since the army commander began to get involved in politics 
through his broad powers. 


When the army kept aloof from politics it remainded a single block. It 
rushed into the war of independence in 1943 in revolt against the French. 
In 1948 it entered the war in Palestine with superior courage. But after 
the resignation of Bishara al-Khuri, Fu'ad Shihab wanted to take his 
place. However, Kamil Sham'un was able to defeat him. Ever since that 
time (1952), the army was bitten by the political bug, and has been eaten 
away by the worm of self-serving exploitation through deals, to the satis- 
faction of those in favored positions. Thus, the army was unable to bring 
the events of 1958 under control. The prevailing opinion was that the 
army would become divided if it intervened in the situation. 


After 1958, the situation got worse. The army became politicized and be- 
gan to serve the materia] and political interests of individuals. Then 
we were hit by the crisis of 1975 and the deteriorating situation that 
followed. Today we are still in the same situation. We have not learned 
the lessons of the past, although I have called attention to the 
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ineffectiveness of the army law since 1953. This caused me to be dis- 
charged from the army in 1958, imprisoned for a year in 1962, and threatened 
with imprisonment in 1970, 


[Question] What is the difference between the powers of the army comman- 
der and those of the director of the intelligence service under the former 
and current lLawa? 


{[Anewer] In short, I would say that there was no defense law. Rather, 
there was an army law concerned with military regulations: promotions, 
obedience, formations, discharges, punishment, leaves and administration 
of supplies and salaries. The army law did not define the decision- 
making authority, or the operational or executive authority in the domain 
of defense. It did not mention the director of intelligence. In all, 
there were only two articles which should not have been in the law. They 
were article two, which states, "the army is at the disposal of the presi- 
dent of the republic," and article three, which states, “the army command 
ie subject to the supreme authority of the minister of defense, who is 
responsible for carrying out cabinet duties and determining their goals." 
That is all there is besides the text which concerns military regulations. 
The commander can clearly see that these two articles are contradictory. 
On one hand the army is under the command of the president of the republic, 
while on the other hand the minister [of defense] is the highest military 
authority and the army is committed to him, so it is actually under his 
command. 


This contradiction resulted in ambiguity and political irresponsibility. 

It let the army commander to operate in his own behalf at his own con- 
venience, and to do as he wished. He established a state within a state, 
just as he established an administrative ministate--the intelligence 
service--with a stroke of his pen, while government officials were napping. 
When the events of 1975 broke out and things became critical, a dispute 
over the use of the army occurred. The president of the republic said, 

"I am the commander-in-chief because the army is under my command." The 
minister of defense at that time, Rashid Karami, responded, "No, your 
excellency. I am the final authority according to article three." Be- 
cause the army commander was weak, distracted by politics and business 
affairs (as the case of the German boats reveals), and because he acted 

in a Maronite sectarian manner, he lost control of the situation. I am 
referring here to both Iskander Ghanim and his successor Hanna Sa'id. 

Thus, a low-ranking officer, Second Lt Ahmad al-Khatib, was able to under- 
take a separatist movement and gain control over a large number of barracks. 
Col Antoine Barakat and his followers gained control over another group 

of barracks. We looked for the army, but it was not to be found. 


The Maronites could not depend on the army, and were compelled to esta- 
blish the militias. But these could not serve their purpose. Were it 
not for the intervention of the Syrian army in 1976 there would have been 
unpleasant consequences. 
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If there had been real lawa to define reaponaibilities in the domain of 
defense, if the army commander had not acted in a sectarian maurer, and 
if he had gained the confidence of his troops, what did occur would not 
have happened, 


With regard to the intelligence agency, they have a long file on me. Suf- 
fice it to say that elements in this agency tried to assassinate me while 
| was in the army. I was later discharged from the army as the result of 
a conspiracy plot ed by the intelligence service itself. The military 
tribunal also has dossiers on these two matters. 


The intelligence agency got out of control after the attempted revolu- 
tion by the Nationalist Party late in 1961. 


All of these authorities, especially the intelligence service, were the 
creatures of the army commander who did not refer to any written laws, 
and who defied anyone who disagreed with him. Today the intelligence 
service and those behind it want to perpetuate these ominous powers in 
written law through the army command reorganization statute. 


[Question] It seems that the new law attempts to wipe out the powers of 
the director general of public security, who is the counterpart of the 
army commander. 


|Answer] The funny thing is that during the time of President Shihab him 
self there was a reorganization of the general agency for public security 
in accordance with statute 139, enacted on 12 June 1959, and law 2873 

of 16 December 1959. Article five sets up a bureau of investigation. 

lt clearly states that this bureau has respons.dility for gathering in- 
formation on political, economic and social matters, combatting espionage, 
monitoring the activities of foreigners, combatting anything that impinges 
on security, and thoroughly investigating acts of destruction and the 
activities of various political parties and associations. 


Therefore, it is illegal to give these powers to the director of army 
intelligence, because it violates the above mentioned statute which has 
the power of law. But the army commander, the director of intelligence 
and those behind them believe that they can break laws and violate the 
constitution at their whim. Here is where the danger lies: We can see 
them paving the way for a tyrannical dictatorial sectarian police state. 
This direction is confirmed by the fact that the current director of in- 
telligence has a private army numbering in the thousands. By this I mean 
the [riot] and defense regiments who have higher salaries than other 
troops. It was a group of these elements who harrassed our colleague, 
Dr Pierre Dakkash last week. 


They say that the army commander, the director general of public security, 
the director of army intelligence and the head of the bureau of investiga- 
tion are all Maronites, and Shihabists as well. So why do they oppose the 
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transfer of powers from the public security agency to the army, as long as 
they are both in the hands of Maronites and Shihabists? It is asa if we 
are today in an age of tribaliem. Our response to that is that you cannot 
mix gasoline and fire. The intelligence service must not have repressive 
authority, and the military intelligence must not be entrusted with poli- 
tical authority, because that would tend to politicize the army as is 
actually happening today. It would restrict the authority of the army 
commander, because if the director of intelligence were given political 
authority he would be permitted to bypass the army commander and deal 
directly with important political officials. We would like to ask those 
who are zealously concerned about the army commander's authority why they 
want to give political authority to the director of intelligence. Briefly, 
I would say that it is a matter of anarchy, personal advantage and ego. 
They do not care about what will happen in the future. 


[Question] You have already given an example of confusion over powers when 
Prime Minister Rashid Karami, who at that time was also minister of de- 
fense, ordered the army commander, Gen Hanna Sa'id, to shell the "Armun 
district during the disturbances. Sa'id refused to obey, and told him, 

"I receive my orders from the president of the republic." Does the new 
defense law have provisions to correct such an exceptional situation? 


[Answer] Yes. We have included provisions in the new defense law which 
prevent the recurrence of such unusual independent decision making. We 
have given the supreme defense council decision making authority (article 
eight). The defense council will determine the army's task and will tell 
the army commander, for example, "You must establish security in a speci- 
fic district or in all of Lebanon." If he does not, he will be assigned 
any other task. That is what we have in the last paragraph of article 

26 of the law which states: “The army commander will carry out the above 
mentioned tasks under the supervision and direction of the minister of 
national defense, with the exception of military and security operations 
which the army commander alone has the responsibility to carry out in 
ways and means which he will determine." 


From these provisions it is clear that no difference of opinion or ambi- 
guity can occur, because the decision is a collective one, made by the 
members of the supreme defense council consisting of the president of the 
republic, the prime minister and the ministers of defense, interior, 
foreign affairs and finance. We can see that we have thereby prevented 
a clash between the Maronite president and the Moslem prime minister with 
the presence of four ministers. Thus, the decision will have to be ac- 
cepted by everyone. 


Moreover, by allowing the army commander to carry out his tasks as he sees 
fit, we will prevent the politicians from meddling in the implementation. 
The army commander will carry out his job in accordance with his conscience, 
and will be judged by God. This is where the army commander's power and 
effectiveness lie, because he is the final authority. He can use the 
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power of persuasion or the power of arma-~artillery, rifles, aircraft or 
tanks--as he wishes. If this had been the case, what happened in '‘Armun 
and Sayda in 1975 could have been avoided. So why are the Maronite zealots 
moaning about the powers of the army commander? Is it because he will no 
longer be acting as a businessman or conspirator against the people through 
the intelligence agency? 


[Question] What specifically do the Moslems get from the new defense law? 
The defense and security powers are still exclusively in the hands of 
Maronites, from the president of the republic to the army commander, the 
director of public security, the director of intelligence and the head of 
the bureau of investigation within thepublic security agency. 


[Answer] I in turn would like to direct this question to the Maronite 
zealots, and would like an answer from them. But my answer is as follows. 
The new defense law gives the Maronites priority in responsibilities. 

But it also places certain restrictions on the Maronite officials which 
they cannot overstep. They do have broad powers, but only within the 
framework of law. The restriction on the president of the republic is 
the higher defense committee. Control over the army commander in adminis- 
trative matters is in the military council. The only restrictions the 
army commander has in combat and security operations are his own con- 
science and his loyalty to his country. He is responsible for carrying 
out his duties. He will either succeed and be rewarded, or he will fail 
and be relieved of his powers. In this case he will not be able to claim 
as an excuse that he shared responsibility with someone else in carrying 
out his tasks. He alone will bear full responsibility. The restrictions 
on the director of military intelligence is the withholding of political 
power from him and curtailing his military powers. He is closely asso- 
ciated with the deputy chief of staff for operations as well as the chief 
of staff and the army commander, who oversee his military activities. It 
would be unfortunate if he were to be given political powers; there would 
be no limit to the transgressions he could commit. The restriction on 
the director of public security is that he has no military power. He 
delivers his information to his boss, the minister of the interior, and 
to the supreme defense council, then carries out his orders. 


Authority is still in the hands of the Maronites, so I do not know why 
they are raising objections. But his authority has restrictions built 
into it of the sort I have mentioned, which are to their advantage. 


[Question] Does the defense law define the powers and obligations of the 
intelligence agency, or does it leave them open to varying interpretations, 
as some are saying? 


[Answer] Most unfortunately, the defense law does not provide any systema- 
tic definition of powers, except for the establishment of the main organi- 
zations and their powers. Within the main organizations--one of which is 
the army--there is no systematic definition of the powers of the agencies 
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which make up these organisations, It contradicts our draft law which 
originated in a [parliamentary] subcommittee formed from the defense com- 
mittee and administration and justice committee, Thies subcommittee con- 
sisted of Munir Abu Fadil, chairman; Nagim al-Qadiri; Pu'ad Lahhud; 
Mahmud ‘Ammar; Bashir al-A'wer; Shaqiq Badr; and others, Brig Gen George 
Qasy wae in attendance during this committee's preparatory work, This 
subcommittee drew up a detailed draft law after the joint committee 
(defense and administration), under the chairmanship of speaker al-As'ad, 
had reconciled government officials to the sections pertaining to the main 
organizations which were to be established. The subcommittee was given 
the job preparing the detaile of the law, 


In the subcommittee we regarded the second cha,ter of the draft law (para- 
graphe 19 to 24) as regulating the army command and the war room, Arti- 
cle 24 etructures the aray command as follows: “The army command consiete 
of the following: 


~The army commander. 


~The general staff, which consiete of the chief of etaff, the deputy 
chief of etaff for operations and the deputy chief of etaff for adminie- 
tration. 


~The deputy chief of staff for operations hae authority over the follow- 
ing divisions: Planning and organization, military intelligence and train- 
ing and operations. 


~-The deputy chief of staff for administration has authority over the 
following: Mobilization, personnel, supply, material and services, and 
administrative supervision. 


Thus, we see that we placed the etructure of the army command right in the 
text of the law, and we defined responsibilities and powers. I would say 
even more. In the basic draft which I personally drew up, and which was 
approved by the subcommittee formed by the defense and administration com- 
mittee early in 1976 under President Franjiyah, | even more clearly de- 
fined the powers of the military intelligence apparatus which 1 designated 
as “the military intelligence and security division.” This moant that the 
intelligence service is concerned solely with military matters. We empha- 
sized this by placing the intelligence service under the suthority of the 
deputy chief of staff for operations, who is under the chief of staff, 

who in turn is under the army commander. We tightly restricted the intel- 
ligence service so that this sharp double-edged weapon could only be used 
properly. 


But when the subcommittee reported the draft law to the full joint com 


mittee, including a government representative, the acting minister of 
defense (at that time Gen Victor Khuri) opposed it. He demanded that there 
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be no details or regulations in the text of the law pertaining to the main 
military organisations, particularly the army, We had already laid down a 
hew army reorganization plan through a simple service memorandum, using 
hie powers under the old army law, I personally opposed the plan of the 
acting minister of defense, but in vain, The prime minieter, Dr Salia 
al-luse, supported the acting minister of defense's idea. 1 was under 
pressure, because | felt that rigidly eticking to my correct view would 
delay reconciliation thr the defenee law, Therefore, | reluctantly 
remined silent, It said, "Mr Prime Minieter, the near future will show 
that your position was wrong.” Thie ie recorded in the minutes of the 
sessions, Thus, the detaile of the army command regulations were deleted 
and were left to be inatituted by decree, 


Ae 4 result, the situation was ambiguows. Thie was the intention of the 
acting minister of defense so that he could put through the system he want~ 
ed. In fact, the draft decree implementing army command reorganization is 
nearly based on the system drafted by the army con .ader [and acting de- 
fesse minister) through the service memorandum which I mentioned. 


Thus, we can eee the evil intention of the army commander. His view was 
graciously accepted then by the prime minister with the aim of reaching 
an accord. But now that the matter has become unbearable, he (the prime 
minister) has taken the right position. We support him in this decision. 
But let ue at this point ask whether the army commander's position springs 
from personal convictions. If the answer is yes, we can impose the right 
solution on him, and he guet obey. However, if political influences are 
guiding the army commander, we would hope that in today's session he will 
epeak frankly to us about everyone's ideas. We will try to understand in 
order to reach 4 solution that will ensure the sound rebuilding of the 


arwy. 


[Question] With regard to the delay in the enactment of the ordinance, 
does the law itself call for it to be done slowly? Is the current army 
command system subject to the earlier | aw? 


[Anewer] Yes and no. Article 126 of the defense law stipulates that the 
law becomes effective immediately upon its publication, which was 29 March 
1979. This is in theory. In practice this law cannot be applied until 

the implementation decrees have been issued. As long as these decrees 

have not been enacted, the defense law cannot be properly applied. This 
poses a serious danger and is impeding efforts to rebuild the army properly. 


The delay in issuing the implementation decrees is intentional. The four- 
month delay that was given is quite sufficient. But they want to postpone 
rebuilding the army, just as they want to postpone rebuilding the state, 
in order to keep things in flux and carry out the conspiracy against 
Lebanon. 





The issue is not simply one of implementation decrees or of implementation 
of the defense law. lt is an issue of deatiny. Therefore, prime minister 
aleliuse wae right when he said that the agreement had reached an impasse 
as a result of disagreement over the implementation decrees. 


A week ago | met with Kamil ale-As'ad, speaker of parliament and acquainted 
him with the gravity of the situation, We asked for time to study the situ- 
ation. Last Priday, speaker Kamil al-As'ad called on the government to 
appear before the parliamentary committees concerned to account for their 
failure to issue the implementation decrees. We hope that we will not 

be content with just listening. We must take the initiative again. We 

must make the appropriate decision, and reconcile the government officials, 
just a8 we endeavored to reconcile them when we actively took up the de~ 
fense law and approved it. 


[Question] Do you have any specific suggestions for reconciling govern- 
ment officiale and thereby preventing a serious conflict over the army 
command reorganization statute? 


|Anewer|] Of course. It is my duty to offer suggestions and I will do just 
that. My suggestions derive from the draft defense law which we studied 

in the subcommittee formed by the defense and administration committee and 
the justice committee. | will suggest that we amend the law by inserting 
the necessary regulations in its text to prevent any disagreement from 
arising over the issuance of the implementation decrees. This should have 
been done at the beginning, but the then acting minister of defense, 

Gen Victor Khuri, prevented us from doing it. 


A recommendation to issue the implementation decrees in a specific way will 
not do. The views of government officials will continue to conflict for 
God knows how long. But if amendments to the defense law are made as pro- 
posed by the subcommittee, it would be a good way out. We must agree on 
these amendments, otherwise we will be mourning for Lebanon. Our reconcil- 
iation and our destiny are at stake Anyone who says otherwise is trying 

to fool us. 


[Question] Some people have said that a national security council must be 
formed. Do you think this would resolve the dispute among government 
officials? 


|Anewer] Certainly not, because the dispute is not limited only to the 
intelligence agency. The general reorganization of the army command as 
drawn up in the draft implementation decrees is completely bad. This re- 
organization maintains the situation as it has been in the past, with 
regard to all agencies and powers. Accordingly, creation of the war room, 
the secretariat of the defense council, and the general inspection agency 
would be nothing but smokescreens. 
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On the other hand, the establishment of a national security agency will not 
solve the problem of military intelligence, because before we set up a 
national couwneil we must define the agency which will have authority for 
political intelligence gathering. Will this be one of the powers of the 
public security agency, as apecified in the law, or will it be one of the 
powers of military intelligence in the army’? Or will these powers be 
given to another agency, inas@uch as the national security agency is com- 
posed of leaders of the intelligence service and does not have ite own 
executive apparatus’ Therefore, | would like to ask, how long are we going 
to continue treating matters superficially, burying our heade in the sand 
and acting as if we do not see and do not hear? The issue of the army 
command implementation decree is a crucial tesue. The question today is 
to be or not to be, 


|\Question| What is your opinion of the text of the decree proposed by the 
arm@y commander’ 


|Anewer) The decree defines the agencies and powers. But it does not de- 
fine the basic structures, Thus, the army commander is left free to en- 
large or reduce these basic elements as he wishes and as dictated by out- 
side political considerations. In this connection let me tell you that 
ministry of defense agencies are etill in disarray and not operating. When 
1 go to the ministry of defense 1 see hundreds of private care parked in 
front of the building. This means that there are hundreds of functionar- 
ies not present. 


When 1 was in the army the entire general staff consisted of no more than 
20 officers. Today the number of officers in the intelligence agency far 
exceeds that, despite the fact that the number of ite officers should not 
be more than a fraction of the 20 officers of the army command. There is 
an immense amount of waste going on in other areas as well. The budget 

of the ministry of defense this year is approximately 1 billion pounds. 
Almost 900 million pounds are spent for salaries, food rations, allowances 
and uscless expenditures. There is almost no mention of equipment! Mean- 
while our army is deprived of it. Should we have an army of tens of 
thousands, on whom hundreds of millions are spent as though we were in a 
charitable institution? Meanwhile, thie year's general budget is showing 
a deficit of almost 1.5 billion pounds, and the treasury is suffering a 
deficit of nearly 6 billion pounds. Social problems are rampant, and the 
demand for higher wages has reached alarming proportions. 


When the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah offers to supply Lebanon with air cover 
as a gift, the Lebanese government takes its time about accepting it, be- 
cause it fears Israel, because it does not want Col Mu'ammpar al-Qadhdhafi 
to appear to be a benefactor of Lebanon, or because it does not want the 
offer to come through Col Fu'ad Labhud. Therefore, the government has 
two big complexes: an inferiority complex toward Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi 
and one toward Col Fu'ad Lahhud. Still, the state says: “The conspiracy 








is too much for us, There is nothing we can do.” Are the failure to make 
sure that the Lebanese soldiers have weapons, or to accept the Libyan offer, 
and #0 on, mattera we can do nothing about? OF are we participating in a 
conspiracy through actions, which are disgraceful if not downright trea~ 


sonous! 
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LIBYA 


RESISTANCE MOVEMENT MEMO TO ARAB LEAGUE 
london SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 pp 6-7 


[Memorandum to the Arab League by Ramadan al-Saltani, representative of the 
Libyan National Democratic Movement, dated 26 February 1980] 


[Text] The following is the text of the important memorandum 
submitted by the Libyan National Democratic Movement to the 
emergency meeting held by the Arab League on 27 February in 
Tunis to review Tunisia's complaint concerning the treacher- 
ous act of aggression committed against the city of Qafsah 
by the ruler of Libya. 


In the name of God the Merciful 

Distinguished secretary general of the Arab League 
Distinguished members of the Arab delegations 
Tunis 


The Libyan National Democratic Movement is pleased to send its most sincere 
greetings to you, along with its prayers that God grant you success and wisdom 
in everything you undertake to serve Arab causes and help our nation to avoid 
the dangers it is exposed to in these critical and precarious times. 


The Movement hopes that this emergency meeting will result in adopting what 

the times demand in terms of a serious and wholesome approach, as well as clear 
and decisive positions in support of the truth and the overall interests of all 
of the peoples of the Arab world. 


The Libyan National Democratic Movement is leading the popular opposition to 
the regime of Col Qadhdhafi which is based on coercion, repression, and sav- 
agery, and which has been inflicting disasters upon our people for 10 long, 
dark, and dreadful years. The Movement first of all wishes to register its 
strong condemnation of the barefaced and treacherous aggression which the 
Qadhdhafi regime undertook against the security and sovereignty of the fellow- 
Arab land of Tunisia, with which the Libyan people--throughout the course of 
history--have maintained close ties of friendship and good neighborly relations. 
The Movement also wishes to convey to you the feelings of regret and anger, felt 
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by all Libyans, concerning the heavy losses and numerous victims caused by 
thie act of aggression. The Movement also firmly condemns the attempts of 
the tribal military regime to scheme and create trouble, not only among us 
and our fellow-Arabe in Tunisia, but also among all of our other fellow- 
Arabs, neighbors, and friends, 


The Political Bureau of the Libyan National Democratic Movement also wishes 
to express ite alarm and great fears over the possibility of an increasing 
drift by the tribal military establishment which dominates Libya into acts 
of irresponsibility, adventure, troublemaking and aggression against others, 
and into efforts to create conditions which encourage the enemies of the Arab 
nation to engage in more conspiracies and attempts to impose their influence 
and impede the Arab nation's aspirations to achieve growth and break out of 
underdevelopment and subservience. 


On thie occasion, all of the Libyan people consider it important that your 
attention be drawn to the terrible things and dreadful catastrophes going on 
in their country due to actions perpetrated by the regime of backwardness, 
violence, and savagery. 


What is going on in Libya today defies all imagination. The repressive regime 
of Qadhdhafi is continuing its role of sabotaging the country's potential, 
destroying public facilities and utilities, doing away with institutions, 
equandering the wealth of the people, and wasting all of Libya's potential 

for growth, properity, and continued progress. Qadhdhafi is imposing upon 
all of our citizens a form of despotic mob rule, and numerous government 
agencies of which are dishing out to them a type of humiliation, persecution, 
and degradation, the likes of which they have never seen before, not even 
during the time when they were ander the domination of the Fascist Italian 
colonialists. 


Ae we have already mentioned in a previous statement addressed to you, hundreds 
of our citizens--simple people, enlightened people, cultured people, religious 
teachers, students, and qualified cadres--have been led to Qadhdhafi's jails 
and prisons. They are still in his torture chambers today and are receiving 
the most vile treatment that this terrorist regime has been able to think of. 


QGadhdhafi has confiscated the possessions of our citizens, has taken away from 
them their means of earning an honest living, has closed in their faces the 
doors to opportunities for a decent livelihood, and has changed them into 
masses of paupers and destitute people who are able to exist only on handouts 
and donations which the ruler "generously" gives to them for the purpose of 
further humiliating and degrading then. 


Qadhdfi has wasted the country's capabilities and has squandered its wealth 
on his gigantic purchases and accumulation of weapons, as well as on his 
improvised and unsuccessful agricultural and industrial projects. The sole 
purpose of these projects was to create reasons for cheap propaganda and mis- 
leading and demagogic slogans, and to give a decorative facade to his regime. 
The only result of all of this has been an increase in the bank accounts of 
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middlemen, mercenaries, and agente of the regime, and in the aid to the coun- 
tries and regimes which are the lackeys of world imperialiam and which are 
taken care of and aided by world imperialism so that they may emerge from the 
suffocating economic crises which they suffer from. 


Even our country's historic features and time-honored name have not escaped 
Qadhdhafi'e malice and attacks. He has tried to obliterate the name "Libya" 
and to change it into “the Jamahiriyah.” He gave the freedom-fighting city 
of Suluq the name “the 7th of April," in order to immortalize that unfortunate 
day when he undertook to hang the student martyre ‘Umar, Muhammad Ibn-Sa'ud, 
and the artiet ‘Umar al-Makhgumi. 


He renamed Zuwarah “the City of the Five Points." He gave the University of 
Benghazi the name of “the (Qaryunus) Camp," and he gave Tripoli University the 
name of "the Conqueror," in reference to the conqueror which he considers him- 
self to be. 


In his frengy, he has embarked upon destroying residential areas, changing the 
landmarks of the cities, and ruining everything which had arisen and which had 
been established during the decade which preceded the date of the beginning of 
his administration. 


Then he turned to the area of education, which was the most valuable thing 
that we were counting on for the sake of our future. He changed all the 
courses so that they became oriented toward breeding ignorance and spreading 
illiteracy. He decreased the number of daily school hours and forced students 
to go out and participate in loud and turbulent demonstrations, (making this] 
part of their school work and revolutionary activity--which is worthy of one 
who cares little about studying and going to class or about harming his kin- 
folk. He made it compulsory to study his "Green Book" at all academic levels, 
beginning with elementary school and going all the way up to the university 
level, and he made the absurd and ridiculous utterance that regular courses 
of education are “a method which is against freedom," and that “compulsory 
education is a means of suppressing freedom, is dictatorial action which kills 
freedom, and compulsory and organized education means forcing ignorance on the 
masses ! 


By means of his tyrannical laws and abnormal, arbitrary decisions he purged 
the government administrative apparatus of all of its most competent and quali- 
fied personnel who had gone through 20 years of experience, training, and prep- 
aration. He put semi-illiterates and ignoramuses in charge of many of the 
government agencies and departmerts, and this drove the remaining people, who 
had escaped dismissal or forced retirement, to resign from government agencies 
and to avoid staying in the civil service. 


Qadhdhafi destroyed the labor movement. Sometimes he threw the union leaders 

into jail, and at other times he kicked them out of office, expelled them, and 
deprived them of exercising their trade-union rights. He also took away from 
them their right to create a sound labor union organization and he transformed 
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their normal right to strike and to demand better working conditions into a 
heinous crime and forbidden act which is punishable by hie “law.” One of his 
reasons for doing this was to give oil monopolies the opportunity to pursue 
their policies and not have to worry about the existence of any effective 
labor union organization, [This was in order to] guarantee that they could 
pursue their activities of exhausting and stealing the country's oi] wealth 
in the way that they had in mind, according to the plans that they had made, 
and according to the measures waich they had adopted. 


In the name of “freedom,” he confiscated the freedoms of all of Libya's citi- 
zens A and changed the country into a huge, dreadful prison. In the name of 
his “socialism,” he distributed poverty to everyone, with the exception of his 
middlemen, relatives, and fortunate henchmen who benefit from the regime. 


And in the name of “popular rule," he has enabled his mob, opportunitists, and 
agents to put their feet on people's necks, to threaten their lives and secur- 
ity, to assault what is sacred to them, and to dominate their fate. Because 
of this, anarchy has spread and turbulence prevails. People have begun to be 
neglected, they have begun experiencing a lack of confidence, they are domi- 
nated by fear, their consciences have become corrupted, and vice has spread. 
On the national level, under the pretexts of his unionist slogans, he has 
contributed a great deal toward reviving primitive tribal chauvinism, sowing 
the seeds of strife and discord between people so that he can strike one per- 
son by using another, and so that he can drown the country in local conflicts 
which would exhaust the concerns of the average person and would distract him 
from thinking about the terrible things and wicked practices that are going on 
on the national level. As for his Arab unity slogans, they are no more than 
tumultuous escapades and propaganda meant to conceal all of the notorious con- 
spiracies and interventions that he has been engaging in in the Arab world, 
{and they are meant to conceal] his deliberate sabotage which is carried out 
in the interests of the imperialist camp and its immediate and distant objec- 
tives. He has ruined our relations with our fellow-Arab countries and our 
friends because of his persistent conspiracies, domination, and contradictory 
positions. 


In the name of siding with the causes of liberation and supporting peoples 
{who were seeking freedom], he sent thousands of our citizens and young men 
to the jungles of Uganda in order that they die there in defense of his col- 
league, the tyrant Idi Amin. And now he is hurling thousands of our men into 
the foothills of the Tibesti mountains where they are getting slaughtered 
wholesale in an operation of armed intervention in Chad. He is doing this in 
order to implement the objectives of imperialism which were hatched long ago 
by those seeking Chad's uranium and who are racing to occupy positions of 
influence in the heart of Africa. 


This, very briefly, is what our people in Libya are suffering from and these 
are also the pillars which support this regime whose leader has so much pro- 
vocative insolence that he begins an act of aggression and then hastens to 

lodge @ complaint with your revered Council against the victim of the aggres- 
sion. 
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Our Libyan National Democratic Movement agrees with Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi 

that foreign intervention in any country only threatens the security, stabil- 
ity, and national sovereignty of the whole area. But we would like to inquire 
as to which “intervention” Qadhdhafi is talking about now? 


Ie it the foreign intervention which is embodied by the Warsaw Pact advisers 
who, with their facilities and money, have begun to establish military bases 
which are present all over Libyan territory? 


Or is it the rocket bases which are being set up on our eastern and western 
borders and which are overseen and administered by elements from Cuba, North 
Korea, East Germany, and the Soviet Union? 


And if Qadhdhafi does not consider this to be foreign intervention and inter- 
national military presence, then what does he mean by intervention which is 
threatening the security of his Jamahiriyah? 


The Libyan National Democratic Movement considers that the time has come for 
the Arab leaders to open up Libya's dossier, not only in order to acquaint 
themselves with the catastrophes which the leader of Libya is bringing down 
upon his people and not only to know about the destruction of Libya's exist- 
ence which is going on, but also in order to study the true facts concerning 
the armed foreign presence in this area--something which has begun to threaten 
not only the fate of our country and the freedom of its people, but also the 
security, fate, and sovereignty of the entire African continent. 


These huge military bases, which Qadhdhafi established by using our nation's 
resources, are the launching point for plans of notorious international inter- 
vention in Africa and in the Arab world. From these bases come the shipments 
of weapons to the regime of Mengistu Haile-Mariam in order that he continue 
his butchering of the peaceful Eritrean people who are defending their right 
to be free and their future existence. And these foreign bases are the start- 
ing point for armed bands of guerrillas who go everywhere in order to destabi- 
lige and overthrow national regimes, to destroy legality, and to threaten 
local and world peace. 


The operation of aggression against our fellow-Arab country of Tunisia, which 
was embodied in the sending of gangs of mercenaries and hirelings to Qafsah, 
is merely one link in the whole chain of conspiracies which Qadhdhafi is organ- 
izing and the implementation of which he is personally supervising so that 
notorious international aims will be achieved. And in the forefront of these, 
of course, are the aims directed against the issue of our sacred right to re- 
gain Palestine. Perhaps it would be appropriate for the Libyan National Demo- 
cratic Movement to turn the attention of the Arab leaders to what the Libyan 
people are suffering at the hands of the “ruling tribal” military clique and 
to point out, at the same time, that the results of deliberately overlooking 
the practices of this bloody, anarchistic, and turbulent regime, and continu- 
ing to conduct business as usual with it will not stop at the boundaries of 
Libya alone. In addition to this, in the final analysis, it does not repre- 
sent a “prudent and wise policy” on the basis of morals and ideals. 
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The Libyan Naticnal Democratic Movement adds ita voice to that of ita fellow- 
Arabs in Tunisie in condemning the act of armed aggression which the Qadhdhafi 
regime committed on their territory. And it sharply criticizes the continual 
encroachment and plotting against its security and stability, and the Movement 
demands that the Arab League put this “dangerous situation,” which the Libyans 
are suffering from, on ite agenda, And the Movement demands that the real 
representatives of the Libyan people be given an opportunity to explain the 
facte concerning the dangerous and dreadful situation which has been brought 
about by the Qadhdhafi regime. The Movement demands the formation of an “Arab 
investigative committee” as soon as possible, and that it be sent to Libya in 
order to become acquainted with the terror, anarchy, and continual assault 
upon freedom that is going on there, and to confirm for itself the facts about 
what torture and inhuman treatment is being suffered by hundreds of Libya's 
citizens inside Qadhdhafi's jaile and masse prisons. 


The Libyan National Democratic Movement feels that the time has come for the 
Arab League to rise above the level of using diplomatic niceties when dealing 
with Arab rulers and believes that showing some concern for the tragedy of 

the Libyan people, at the hands of a regime which derives its power from col- 
lusion with “certain” international forces, does not represent intervention in 
Libya's internal affairs nor does it mean disregard for Arab and international 
conventions which are normally in force. 


For this reason, we feel that the Libyan people's Arab brothers owe it to them 
because of what [the Libyan people] have had to undergo at the hands of a 
regime which is devoid of legality, does not recognize the sovereignty of law, 
does not respect the spirit of the times, has no regard for the values, cov- 
enants, and limits of human interaction which humanity has achieved, and thus 
does not deserve any respect. 


In order that you may undertake appropriate action in light of the facts which 
we have presented to you, we can only pray that God give you success and wis- 
dom. Peace be upon you, and may you have God's mercy and blessings. 
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LIBYA 


STUDENT 1976 REBELLION AGAINST QADHDHAFI COMMEMORATED 
London SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 p 8 


(Statement by the "Britain Branch" of the National Federation of Libyan 
Students “Concerning the January Slaughter") 


[Text] On 12 January 1976, the suspect fascist Qadhdhafi regime revealed 
its bloody, repressive nature when its soldiers violated the sanctity of 
Libyan universities, to open fire on and plant bayonets into the chests of 
the vanguards of students who have led the students' great insurgence against 
this client regime, and who have thereby expressed the people's anger at the 
regime's repression, aggression, subjugation, and corruption. 


On that specific date, hundreds of our innocent colleagues were wounded, the 
blood of many of them was spilled, and many of them died. They sacrificed 
their Lives for freedom and for their country, and in defense of their people, 
the nobleness of knowledge, and their honor and ideals. 


Libyan students had always taken their positions in the front ranks since 
they consider themselves to be messengers of knowledge, the hope of the 
nation and its resource for the future. They did this whenever their nation's 
causes were exposed to danger or those in power went beyond the limits of 
national interests, whenever the skies of our country were covered with clouds 
of autocracy, and whenever a perverted ruler assaulted the sanctity of the 
people's freedoms and the sovereignty of the law. 


For this reason it was natural that this military putsch [Article appears to 
use word putsch to avoid use of word revolutionary] regime should have, as 
one of its basic tasks, the destruction of the "National Federation of Libyan 
Students." This is the federation that organized the ranks of the students 
and which leads their legitimate national struggle. There was also no doubt 
that this reactionary military putsch regime, would have, as one of its basic 
aims, the persecution of those elements which were active within the student 
federation and their liquidation by various means--starting with kicking them 
out of school, arresting them wholesale, throwing them into prisons, holding 
show trials which sentenced an elite group of our colleagues to long terms in 
jail or to life sentences, and, finally, setting up gallows. The only crime 
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of these young elements was that they were inspired by a spirit of knowledge 
and education, that they opposed the practices of the regime, that they 
exposed its deficiencies, and that they firmly stood against all of the 
aggression, tyranny, despotism and terror of the regime against our country 
and our people. 


Twelve January 1976 was the day of the decisive battle waged by the repress- 
ive fascist regime against the National Federation of Libyan Students. The 
victims and martyrs we offered will be the spark of a student revolt which 
will never end until the last of fortress of the regime falls. This is the 
basis for the national students' struggle which is firm in spite of all of 
the regime's wickedness, means of repression and terror. There is no doubt 
that our people will achieve their final salvation, that the banners of free- 
dom will fly over their land, and that they will once again have Ce, 
peace, and dignity. 


The blood of our martyrs, who fell under the daggers and bullets of 
Qhadhdhafi's soldiers, and who were hanged at “Martyrs' Square" in the city 
of Benghazi--this blood of our heroic martyrs, ‘Umar Dabbub and Muhammad 
Ibn Sa'ud, will not be forgotten until we avenge them. 


Our brave colleagues, who have held their heads high for years inside the 
torture chambers of Qadhdhafi's prisons, will always remain on the minds of 
our people. 


On the occasion of this painful anniversary, the anniversary of the slaughter 
of January 1976, we must all, wherever we are, inside the huge prison or out- 
side of it, take one minute to stand up and ask God's mercy for the souls of 
our heroic martyrs, ‘Umar Dabbub and Muhammad Ibn Sa'ud. We must also stand 
up and show respect and esteem for our brethren, the brave men who are inside 
Qadhdhafi's jails and prisons of terror. We must repeat the holy oath before 
our fighting people that our struggle for freedom will continue in all arenas 
along with the forces of our steadfast National Democratic Movement, until 
the fall of the regime of repression, terror, and savagery; until our nation 
achieves victory and salvation; and until the bloodthirsty regime of Qadhdhafi 
falls. 


May our great nation crush the tyrannical gangs of Qadhdhafi, and his commit- 
tees of mobs. 


Freedom and victory to the great eternal Libya! 
Glory and peace to our heroic righteous martyrs! 


Long live Libya! Long live the National Federation of Libyan Students! 
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LIBYA 


LIBYAN PEOPLE'S COURT TO TRY COMMUNIST PARTY CASE 
London SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 p 11 


[Article: "“Qadhdhafi's Courts of Inquisition Reactivated to Review the Case 
of Ibn Sa'ud and the Libyan Communist Party!") 


[Text] Once again the “People's Court" is making its appearance. This is 
the court which Qadhdhafi forms, from time to time, from a group of corrupt 
and evil men to pass sentences which Qadhdhafi decides to carry out against 
the victims of his regime of repression. 


On the 20th of this month, Qadhdhafi's court will hold a session in order to 
review the case which is known as that of the "Libyan Communist Party,” on 
account of which a number of Libyan writers and intellectuals, based on 
trumped-up charges and false testimony, were taken to prison to spend a long 
time there under investigation. Now they are being taken to "Qadhdhafi's 
courts of investigation. 


Among those accused of participating in the formation of the Libyan Communist 
Party are the poet Muhammad al-Fagi Salih; Ahmad (Fitur), a journalist; 'Izz 
al-Din al-Farisi, a writer; and ‘Ali al-(Rahibi) and Ibn-Tayyib, who are among 
Libya's well-known intellectuals. 


The so-called People's Court has already commenced its review of the cases 

of Ahmad Ibn-Sa'ud, Mar'i (al-Qanin), and ‘Abdallah al-Zarat, who are accused 
of participating with the martyr Tawfiq Ibn-Sa'ud in organizing armed action 
against the regime. 


Mr Ahmad Ibn-Sa'ud is a member of Libya's intellectual and administrative 
elite. He held a number of important positions in the ministry of foreign 
affairs under the previous regime, and he also worked as a journalist. He 

is married and has four children. The military intelligence agencies arrested 
him toward the end of June of last year on the basis that he was the uncle of 
the martyr Tawfiq Ibn-Sa'ud, who had been accused of attempting to arrange an 
armed conspiracy to sweep away Qadhdhafi's regime of repression and bestiality. 


It is known that the death and martyrdom of Tawfiq Ibn-Sa'ud occurred at the 
beginning of last year and was caused by an explosion which took place inside 
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hie residence, %adhdhafi's agencies had accused the martyr of arranging an 
armed conspiracy » get rid of Qadhdhafi, When they could not find even one 
piece of material evidence to back up the accusation, they proceeded to 
arrest the martyr's relatives and friends, and then they started investigating 
them. Then they picked up martyr Tawfiq's uncle, Mr Ahmad Ibn-Sa'ud, as well 
ae Mar'i (al-Qanin) and ‘Abdallah al-(Zarat), and brought them before their 
court of terror as an act of vengeance against the martyred hero. 


The second case which the "People's Court” will review is the case of those 
accused of starting the formation of a political organization known as "the 
National Front." Those accused of doing this are a group of young men of 
al-Zintan, including Muhammad al-'Adl and his brother. 


As we know, the People's Court was formed on the basis of a decision made by 
the Revolution Command Council to review special cases referred to it by the 
Council. 


After the dissolution of the Revolution Command Council following the forma- 
tion of what is known as the National People's Congress, there was no one to 
refer special cases to it. 


In spite of this, the court will review cases which are referred to it by 
unknown parties. For that reason the referral letter came to it, without 


any signature! 
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LIFE STORY OF QADHDHAFI REGIME'S VICTIM AL-DAGHIS OUTLINED 
London SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 p 10 


(Statement by the Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and Public 
Freedoms in Libya, dated 1 March 1980] 


[Text] The Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners and Public Free- 
doms in Libya has been observing, with a great deal of alarm, the bloody events 
which have been continually taking place on the Libyan scene and the zeal of 
Qadhdhafi's evil and savage regime in pursuing @ policy of tyranny and terror 
against the citizens of our Libyan nation. 


Now Qadhdhafi's regime has added still another crime to the list of acts of 
physical liquidation which it has relied upon as an official policy and which 
was announced personally by Qadhdhafi in a public speech. This crime was the 
murder of attorney ‘Amir al-Tahir al-Daghis after he was arrested at his place 
of residence in the city of Tripoli on Sunday, 24 February 1980. The body of 
the martyr was handed over to his relatives in a sealed box. ‘They were allowed 
to see only his face for the purpose of identifying him. His funeral proces- 
sion was held on Thursday, 28 February, that is, only 4 days after his date of 
arrest. 


Moreover, the authorities of the regime claimed that the martyr had committed 
suicide in prison. This is something which, of course, can deceive nobody, in 
view of the fact that people knew the deceased to be a level-headed person who 
was firm in his convictions and who had a balanced personality. 


Before this horrible act of physical liquidation, the martyr had been summoned 
for investigation in December of 1979. He was interrogated concerning the 
extent of his relationship with an Areb country which the Qadhdhafi regime 
claims to be plotting the overthrow of the ruling regime in Libya. But the 
martyr totally denied that he had any relationship, direct or indirect, of 
this type. 


When the truth of his statements and testimony was confirmed, Khalifah Hanish, 
who had conducted the investigation and who is one of Qadhdhafi's cousins, used 
the carrot-and-stick method and demanded tnat al-Daghis cooperate with him in 
committing espionage against this particular Arab country. When al-Daghis 
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refused this cheap offer, Hanish ordered him not to leave the country. This 
was @ step taken in preparation to physically liquidate hin, 


The martyr's first contact with the regime goes back to the fourth day after 
the military coup in September 1969. At that time contact was made with him 
since he was one of the nationally known personalities whose cooperation the 
new regime desired to have. His answer was clear, and it was that he was not 
interested in this cooperation. Ever since that time, the military regime 
Classified al-Daghis as being one of those in opposition to it, 


In 1973, the martyr was arrested and imprisoned for a period of more than 4 
months during the time of the so-called “people's revolution," when there 
took place the arrest and imprisonment of hundreds of educated people and 
nationalists. During this time, laws were abolished and books and libraries 
were burned. 


Freedom fighter ‘Amir al-Tahir al-Daghis was born in the city of Tripoli in 
1933. He pursued his university education at the University of Cairo where 
he received a law degree in 1959. While he was studying in Egypt, he was 
exposed to the intellectual and political trends there. Then he returned 
to Libya after his graduation, became one of the founders of the [Libyan] 
Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and was elected secretary-general of the party. 
In 1961 he was arrested along with 158 of his colleagues. They were all 
tried on charges of attempting to overthrow tle monarchy. After the martyr 
was sentenced, he spent more than 2 years in prison. 


The martyr continued to fight against the deteriorating situation in his 
country. He became a prominent national figure in the eyes of all, and was 
the object of esteem and respect on the part of all sincere and patriotic 
groups and trends. 


In the year 1964, he participated in the publication of the newspaper AL-AYYAM 
which promoted national consciousness in Libya. When the previous regime began 
to sense the danger of the political line represented by this newspaper, the 
authorities stopped its publication and arrested the martyr along with a group 
of his colleagues. But al-Daghis continued to exert his efforts and use his 
energies in the realm of patriotic action until the time of the war of June 
1967 which shook the whole Arab world. In his role as a freedom fighter, al- 
Daghis lost no time in contributing his militant efforts in organizing and 
directing the wave of popular anger and protest against the consequences of 
the painful June War. 


After the coup which swept away the monarchy in Libya in September 1969, the 
new rulers tried to enlist him in their ranks in order to give national legit- 
imacy to their coup. However, martyr al-Daghis had his own views which reject 
the principle of military coups as a means of solving national problems. 


Also, martyr al-Daghis was honest with himself and with his assessment of the 
state of affairs. From the very beginning, he avoided any form of cooperation 
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with the new military regime, Since that time, the martyr devoted himself 
wholly to his private business as 4 writer of contracts and his whole interest 
in life became his family and the bringing up of his children, 


In spite of this, Qadhdhafi's regime did not forgive the fact that al-Daghis 
had refused to cooperate with it. Go it avenged iteelf against him by means 
of the horrible crime of taking his life, making his five children orphans, 

making his wife a widow, and inflicting an irreplaceable lose on the nation. 


In the face of this dreadful event, the Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners and Public Freedoms in Libya calle upon the persecuted citizens of 
our nation to act seriously and decisively to stop this bloody tyrant by means 
of a powerful and courageous shakeup which will restore radiance to Libya's 
face, 


The committee calls upon the Federation of Arab lawyers, the Federation of 
Arab Jurists, the Association of lawyers of Arab North Africa, the Inter- 
national Federation of Democratic Jurists, and the International Committee 
of Jurists to investigate the matter of the assassination of their colleague, 
the martyr al-Daghis, and to lodge a strong protest against the repressive 
practices and criminal plans of the Qadhdhafi regime. 


Furthermore, we implore all peoples and international organizations, world 
public opinion, and all supporters of the causes of human rights in the world, 
to lend support to the Libyan people in their struggle to put 4 stop to the 
bloody campaigns of terror which are being carried out by Qadhdhafi and his 
regime's henchmen both inside Libya and outside of it, and to unmask all of 
the organizations and institutions which have descended to the level of sup- 
porting this regime to promote their own materialistic and selfish interests 
at the expense of the blood of innocent people and the tragedies of the Libyan 
nation. 


Finally, the Committee offers its sincere condolences to the family of the 
deceased and to all sincere patriotic forces in the country. May our right- 
eous martyrs have immortality and may their souls have God's mercy. 
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LIBYA 
MARTYDOM OF ‘AMIR AL-DAGHIS DESCRIBED 
London SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 p 9 
[Article: “The Martyrdom of ‘Amir al-Daghis, the National Freedom Fighter"] 


(Text) The “Libyan National Democratic Movement," with a great deal of sorrow 
and regret, announces to the Libyan people the death of the prominent national 
freedom fighter, Mr ‘Amir al-Tahir al-Daghis, who surrendered his soul to his 
Creator after the vile torture he suffered at the hands of the henchmen of the 
bloody tyrant, Mu'ammar 41-Qadhdhafi . 


The bloodthirsty Khalifah (Hanish), commander of the security forces, had 
ordered the arrest of attorney ‘Amir al-Daghis on 24 February. Al-Daghis was 
taken to the al-'Agigiyah Camp where interrogation of the freedom fighter be- 
gan concerning his patriotic attitude and hie relations with the opposition. 
Al-Daghis was also interrogated regarding his ties with one of the Arab Rejec- 
tionist countries which Qadhdhafi accuses of supporting his opposition and of 
attempting to arrange a coup d'etat against his regime. And when the execu- 
tioners did not get anything out of al-Daghis, they took him into the torture 
chamber where they subjected him to pain beyond his human level of endurance. 
So he surrendered his life to his Creator on Wednesday, 27 February. 


The body of ‘Amir the martyr was delivered to his relatives in a tightly sealed 
box, and Qadhdhafi's intelligence agents closely supervised the burial without 
opening the box, having told ‘Amir's family that he had committed suicide in 
prison! 


The martyrdom of this outstanding freedom fighter, Mr ‘Amir al-Tahir al-Daghis, 
at the hands of Qadhdhafi's bloodthirsty assassins, is a great tragedy and a 
momentous happening which can only fill our souls with sorrow and our hearts 
with bitterness and more hatred and anger against this regime. This regime 
seems determined to liquidate the good freedom fighting elements on the scene 
in a desperate attempt not only to defend its existence, but also to deprive 
the nation of ite elite men so that the Libyan people's struggle will not have 
a chance to bring about “a good national alternative." This is a task related 
to the plans of the imperialist countries which are anxious that there be no 
"good alternative” in case of the downfall of their evil lackeys who are in 
power at the present time. 


But this “task,” which Qadhdhafi is attempting to carry out in the interests 
of conspiratorial international forces, does not appear to be easy to achieve. 
The Libyan national scene is a broad one, and it is full of heroes and men who 
will not give in because of the death of the martyr ‘Amir al-Daghis. The mar- 
tyrdom of dozens, or even hundreds, of the great leaders of the national move- 
ment will not sap their strength, nor will it undermine their willpower or 
steadfastness in the arenas of honor and glorious national struggle. 
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There are thousands of others Like the martyr ‘Amir a)-Daghis, who are now 
firmly and bravely standing in their positions and who are relentlessly 
continuing the struggle. 


Our great nation of Libya is not sterile. It has been generous throughout 
the course of history. It is capable of producing millions of men and heroes 
who would take their oath in front of their lord, people, and nation that 
they would never lay down their arma until victory is achieved. 


On that day, the plans of imperialiem and the efforte of their evil lackey 
shall meet with diamal failure. On that day aleo, righteous Libyans will 
rejoice at what has happened, and the screen will finally be lowered once 
and for all] on the catastrophe which has come upon our nation and which our 
people have suffered from so much. 


The freedom fighters of the Libyan National Democratic Movement observe with 
humility and reverence the death of their great martyr, ‘Amir al-Daghis. They 
ask that God have mercy on his pure and chaste soul and that his kinfolk and 
his people show patience as well as determination and steadfastness. On this 
sad occasion, the freedom fighters declare and take an oath, in the name of 
everything noble, lofty, and sacred, that the blood of the martyr ‘Amir will 
not go in vain, and that their reply will be stern, decisive, and above the 
Level of the crime committed by the bloodthirsty killer, Mi'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, 
against our people and our great nation. 


"Do not think of those killed in the service of God as dead. Rather, think of 
them as alive, with their Lord, and blessed by Him [Koranic verse] ." 


"Among the faithful there are men who have been true to their pledge to God. 
Some of them have passed away, and others are waiting to meet their Lord and 
would not change course (Another Koranic verse] ." 
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LIBYA 


ACCOUNT OF CAREER OF A QADHDHAFI AGENT GIVEN 
London SAWT LIBIA in Arabic Mar 80 pp 24-26 
[Article: “How This Agent Began, and How He Ended Up") 


{Text} One of the most prominent agents who has now been enlisted in the 
service of the Qadhdhafi regime's intelligence network, for the purpose of 
operating abroad, is Mr Ahmad al-Salihin al-Huni. He was the last minister 
of information under the former monarchy and is the owner of the newspaper 
AL-'ARAB [the Arabs] which is currently published in London! 


Ahmad al-Salihin is about 50 years of age, was born in Egypt, and did not go 
to Libya until after its declaration of independence and the establishment 
of national rule in the early 50's. 


In view of the circumstances of his origin, which enabled him to receive only 
a very small degree of education, he was entrusted with 4 small administrative 
job in the ministry of agriculture in the province of Fazzan. It would not 
have been possible for him to get even this job, had it not been for the 
assistance of the Sayf-al-Nasr family which ruled the province at that time 
and which took a liking to him. 


About 2 years after he took this job, in the middle of the year 1956, to be 
exact, the authorities in the province of Fazzan discovered that this Ahmad 
al-Salihin was engaging in the collection of information about “the personal 
activities” of the authorities and high officials of the province. He was 
sending the information to the royal administrative offices in Tubrug and 
Tripoli in an attempt to curry favor and gain access to palace officials. 

He also wanted to draw attention to the fact that he was personally prepared 
to work and offer services which were in demand in this domain, that is, the 
domain of spying on people and gathering information for those who hold posi- 
tions of power and influence. 


Mr Sayf al-Nasr ‘Abd al-Jalil, the head of the Provincial Executive Council, 
was the one who had brought Ahmad al-Salihin from [the town of) Abu-al-Matamir 
in Egypt, and he was the one who had made it possible for him to get a govern- 
ment job in spite of the fact that he lacked the necessary qualifications. 

Mr Sayf al-Nasr considered himself to be al-Salihin's benefactor and considered 
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himself to be the one to whom 4l-Salihin was indebted. For that reason, 
‘Abd al-Jalil's reaction was very strong and severe. When the matter of 
al-Salihin's activity was discovered, ‘Abd al-Jalal did not hesitate to 
take the decision to fire him from his job in the provincial government. 
‘Abd al-Jalil forced Ahmad al-Salihin to pack his bags and go to the prov- 
ince of Tripoli to seek assistance and help in getting some other job from 
those to whom he had been sending the secret reporta~--the officials of the 


royal palace. 


In fact, these officials did intercede in al-Salihin's favor. He was appointed 
to @ position, similar to the one he had before, in the ministry of agriculture 
in the province of Tripoli. Thus Ahmad a1-Salihin was now close to the palace, 
close to the headquarters of the federal government, and also close to foreign 
embassies. Before long, this man became one of the more prominent agents who 
was working with palace circles, state security agencies, and the United States 
Information Agency. 


Ahmad al-Salihin would offer requested information to each party, individually, 
and would receive payment from all of them. At the same time, he was making 
contacts and consolidating his relationships with those in positions of influ- 
ence, and he was exploiting this in order to improve his own personal and pro- 
fessional situation. 


At the beginning of 1963, o11 became a fact of life in Libya, and American 
companies had managed to export it in very large quantities. At this point, 
the United States had really begun to totally extend its influence into polit- 
ical life in Libya and, in fact, had started to pull the rug from under the 
feet of the declining empire, that is, from under the feet of the English. 


American moves to spread American influence and total hegemony over the country 
took the form of pressure on King Idris to replace his government with one 
headed by Dr Muhyi al-Din (Fakini). 


Before his appointment as head of the government, (Fakini) was Libya's perma- 
nent representative in the UN. The Americans had discovered that he was a 
person who could be used and relied upon during the new phase beginning in 
Libya--a phase of abundance outpouring of oil and of securing American vital 
interests. 


Just as soon as his new government was formed, Dr Muhyi al-Din (Fakini) 
announced his decision to appoint Ahmad al-Salihin as the director general of 
the ministry of information!! Ahmad al-Salihin's star began to rise and to 
shine. He became a prominent personality not only with regard to investigative 
agencies, information gathering and spying on citizens, but also with regard to 
the CIA, the American Embassy and the services of American information offices 
in both Tripoli and Benghazi. 


Just a few years later, Ahmad al-Salihin became minister of information and 
culture. This marked the beginning of the era of buying off newspapers and 
writers, and the institutionalization of prostitution and political corruption 
in the media and in the domain of intellectual and cultural life. 
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In apite of all of his negative characteristics and all of the complexes and 
perversions involved in hia personality, 4l-Salihin possessed a good deal of 
frankness and courage when he talked to those with his close associates, 


Al-Salihin never kept secret from any of them that he had risen to high posi- 
tions of authority through the help of his American friends, and that he had 

a friendly and close relationship with the American ambassador, David (Newsome). 
And he told everybody with complete confidence that he would very soon be the 
head of the government. 


When he assumed his “responsibilities” as minister of information, Ahmad al- 
Salihin did not neglect to care for his own financial situation. Within a 
very short time, he became the owner of 4 number of villas and of an extensive 
area of land plots suitable for building and construction in good locations in 
the city of Tripoli. He was also able to increase his capital in foreign banks 
to the point where it reached the figure of 4 million dollars. This he managed 
to do by means of radio and television projects which were planned and imple- 
mented during his administration. 


He took @ large advance bribe from the English company (Adrus) to which he 
entrusted the project of furnishing the Institute of Music. Before that, he 
had already accepted a similar large bribe for the project of building the 
institute, which has not yet been built to date. 


He was also a partner with the “honorable deputy,” Ahmad al-Hajj ‘Ali al- 
Mahmudi, and al-Tahir al-Sagari , in forming a contracting company which, 
thanks to his “special efforts," was awarded the contract to build the 
Central Hospital in the city of Sabha. 


But it seems that things did not turn out as he had planned. American inter- 
ests, after that, began to neglect al-Salihin as they had neglected a number 
of others, and the tables turned completely. King Idris departed, and the 
military took over the reins of power. 


Al-Salihin, like other ministers who had served under the monarchy, was put 
in jail after 1 September, and he stayed in jail for several months. Never- 
theless, he did not lose hope. Instead, he began to dream of getting another 
position under the new [pro-American] military administration. 


Al-Salihin appeared on television only a few days after the success of the 
military coup. He was calm and collected, all smiles, and was talking about 
the evils of the monarchy which he himself had served as one of its ministers. 
He said publicly, and without the slightest embarrassment: "The soldiers of 
the [pro-American] coup are young men who have faith in their God, and their 
God has shown them the way”! 


After that, al-Salihin was released from jail completely unharmed. In fact, 
he actually was given a new position under the new regime. It must be an 
irony of fate! The level of his position was no higher than the position in 
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which he had begun his original career. He was now “a mere informer," and 
gathered information and spied on people for the intelligence services of 
Mu'ammar a]-Qadhdhafi. 


But al-Salihin was soon able to prove his skill in this area and to gain the 
confidence of Qadhdhafi himself. In a very short time, he became the object 
of Qadhdhafi's care and special patronage. 


At the beginning of 1977 a1-Salihin was transferred to another position, and 
he was entrusted with new tasks. He packed his bags and went to London, and 
was supplied with an enormous amount of Qadhdhafi's money. There, he started 
publishing his newspaper “AL-'ARAB" (the Arabs)! ‘The newspaper was assigned 
the role of appearing to be neutralist and pro-Arab. In reality, the news- 
paper's aim was to attract the attention of the Arabs and thus penetrate and 
work within Arab circles, not only in Europe, but also inside the Arab coun- 
tries themselves. 


Al-Salihin's role was designed on the basis that he should appear to be 
against Qadh  ci's regime, in view of the fact that he was a minister under 
King Idris. .o, he would gain the sympathy of other Arab regimes which are 
against Qadhdheafi's rule. This would make it easy for him to work his way 
inside them and to make contacts with high officials. The aim of all of this, 
of course, is to collect information, enlist the services of Arab "agents," 
keep track of activities of the Libyan opposition to Qadhdhafi outside Libya, 
and keep a watch on this Libyan opposition's ties with Arab regimes and its 
means of dealing with them. 


During the past 2 years, in accordance with the role assigned to him, al- 
Salihin has visited Iraq, the Gulf countries, and Saudi Arabia. In these 
countries, he obtained considerable financial aid which is ending up in his 
personal account in London, naturally not in the account of his newspaper 
AL-'ARAB. However, in view of all of the money which Qadhdhafi set aside for 
it, this newspaper is not at all in any need of any other financial aid. 


In August of last year, al-Salihin went to Tunisia and more or less undertook 
a “survey” of the internal situation there. Then he left Tunisia for Rome 
where he prepared three copies of his lengthy reports, handing over one each 
to Yunus Bilqasim, Khalifah (Hanish), and Muhammad al-Ghazali. 


After that he submitted lengthy reports about the activities of the Libyan 
opposition and the active elements within it. He sent the reports to Qadhdhafi. 
In spite of the lack of accuracy in the information which these reports con- 
tained, Qadhdhafi eagerly set about personally studying them. Then he made his 
plans to deal with the opposition, and the plans included a roster of the names 
which Qadhdhafi had put on his hit-list. 


In view of this “success” which al-Salihin had demonstrated in his dirty 
investigative mission, Khalifah (Hanish), the head of Qadhdhafi's security 
division, opened a private office for him in Rome under ¢ commercial name. 
This office was to be the main office for Qadhdhafi's intelligence operations 
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in Europe, and it was to undertake the role of coordinating work between 
his offices in London, Madrid, Paris, West Germany, and Athens, These are 
offices which conduct their activities and administer their work under names 
of commercial companies, and are administered by 4 group of merchants who 
are agents of Qadhdhafi, 


In the next issue we will provide our readers with more details about the 
names of Qadhdhafi's agents abroad as well as the names of those who are 
cooperating with his intelligence apparatus. To our people who are fighting 
for their freedom, we will disclose many facts and realities whose time has 
clearly come to be made public. 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


LARGE INFLUX OF FOREIGN WORKERS STRAINS SOCIETIES 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 17 May 80 pp 53-54 


[Article: "Gulf Shakes Under Pressure of Korean Contracts; Kuwaiti 
Contractors Demand That Korean Companies Be Forced to Spend Part of Value 
of Contracts in Local Market; Bribery Attempt Leads to Expulsion of Korean 
Company from Saudi Arabia for 2 Years, 90 Million Dollar Fine, and 30- 
Month Prison Sentence For Its Director") 


[Text] Will the golden age for South Korean contractors and construction 
companies in the Gulf states end before their contracts expire? 


This question is raised today in some circles in two Gulf states, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, from a different angle in each. In Saudi Arabia, it 
is a question of bribery in an attempt by one of the Korean companies to 
bribe a Saudi official. This official's courage in revealing this attempt 
led to the expulsion of the company from the Kingdom, at least for the 
foreseeable future, and this may be reflected on the activities of other 
Korean companies. Kuwaiti contractors are grumbling about "unequal 
competition enjoyed by the Korean companies with negative effects on the 
Kuwaiti economy" which could lead to measures restricting the activities 
of Korean companies, limiting their operations and their exceptional 
competitive positions. 


It is well-known that South Korean contractors over the past decade, and 
especially in the second half of the Seventies, have been able to win 
large and huge operations in the building and contracting sector in the 
Gulf states in its public and private branches. The Korean companies 
surpassed the large Western companies in that with advanced technology, 
greater ability to finance, and superior knowledge of work methods, 
programs and customs in the states of the Gulf and elsewhere. 


Although accurate official information about the size of the Korean presence 
in the Gulf contracting sector and the development of the activities of its 
companies is not available, information contained in a joint statement by | 
the Korean companies working in Kuwait published the middle of last year in 








the Kuwaiti press shows that there are 16 companies employing on a permanent 
basis 10,000 Korean workers, while other information indicates that expan- 
sion of South Korean companies in the Saudi building and contracting 

sector has reached the point where these companies, in the period from May 
1978 to June 1979 in Saudi Arabia alone, won contracts worth 3.3 billion 
dollars. They occupied first place among companies of states which were 
awarded contracts totalling 21.8 billion dollars, including only 346 
million dollars as the value of the seven contracts awarded to American 
companies. 


Observers of these activities are on the point of agreeing completely and 
in detail that the main reason for this progress in the activities of 
South Korean companies in the Gulf construction sector is the fact that 
these Korean companies use very cheap Korean labor. A French businessman, 
Jacques (Fournier), head of the ("Domiz") complex, estimates that the French 
worker is paid four times the wages of the Korean worker who saves his 
company the expense of vacation and the expense of periodic return on 
regular leave to his homeland, which ordinarily is no less than the cost 
of a round-trip ticket for him and his family if his contract specified 
that they would travel with him to the place of employment. This is at a 
time when another French businessman mentions the difference in the cost 
of housing the cadres and administrators, since the residence required for 
the director of any French (or Western) company with the members of his 
family would be used by the Korean companies to house ten administrators 
or ten engineers. 


However, these reasons, which are considered a characteristic of the 
activities of the Korean companies and have played a major role in the 
development of their activities and establishing their presence in the Gulf 
have now begun to turn into a repository for the grumbling of the native 
Kuwaiti contracting companies which feel that the prices of the Korean 
companies are based on cheap labor, and if some capital were available to 
the agency which submitted its project for implementation it would do much 
damage to the whole Kuwaiti economy. 


The damage is not limited, according to the officials of the Kuwaiti con- 
tracting companies, to depriving these national companies of contracts 
and forcing them to restrict the scope of their activities and dismiss a 
large part of their engineers, employees and laborers because they cannot 
bear the cost of a large group of employees in a market from which they 
cannot expect contracts. Instead, this damage reaches all sectors of the 
national economy, since the "Korean companies import cement, steel, lumber, 
food for their workers and all of their necessities (even cigarettes) from 
their country, and the Kuwaiti commercial market, the industrial sector 
and the real estate investment sector do not benefit at all," while 
Kuwiiti contractors spend an average of no less than 60 percent of the 
income from a project to be put into circulation or to remain in the 
national economy. 
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Since the Korean contracting companies proceed in their competition with 
Korean governmental support which is intended to encourage the Korean 
companies which use Korean labor abroad to lower the percentage of rampant 
unemployment, Kuwaiti contractors have begun to raise their voices demanding 
that their country's authorities take initiatives to support Kuwaiti 
contracting companies, not directly but indirectly by forcing foreign con- 
tractors to spend a certain percentage of the value of their contract in 
the local market to reduce the competitive ability of these companies, 
make them relatively equal and put a certain percentage of the value of 
contracts into circulation in the national economy rather than drain it 
off abroad. 


In anticipation that this demand will crystallize in a clear thought calling 
for an official study of the matter in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia announced the 
verdict issued in the case of an official of a Korean company who tried to 
bribe a local official to influence, even if indirectly, the position of 
South Korean companies. 


The story, according to our Saudi colleague AL-RIYAD, quoting a responsible 
source in the Saudi Ministry of the Interior, is that the director of the 
Korean company (Howandi), which is one of the biggest syndicates active in 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf in general, attempted to bribe a Saudi government 
official, who informed the proper authorities of the attempt. The matter 
was pursued and the Korean director was caught in the act. After the 
investigation was completed, the case was turned over to the criminal 
court, which has jurisdiction in bribery cases. The court sentenced him 

to 30 months in prison. That was followed by the formation of a ministerial 
committee to determine what would be done about the company by which he was 
employed, since he had acted with its knowledge. After the investigacion 
an order was issued banning that company from operating in the public or 
private sectors in Saudi Arabia, either directly or indirectly, for a 
period of 2 years, and fining it 300 million riyals (about 90 million dol- 
lars), and doubling the fine if it operated in the Kingdom during the pro- 
hibited period in any form, and penalizing any company dealing with it in 
the future by cancelling its contract and by a monetary fine in keeping 
with the nature of the violation. 


This should reduce the total activities and operations of Korean companies 
in the Gulf, since it curtails the potential capability of one of the 
biggest. The effect is not limited to the period of the penalty. It 
should last at least a few months beyond that until the company can get 
back into the market. This might also surround the situations and opera- 
tions of other companies with enough suspecion to put Saudi officials on 
guard, especially since the size of the penalty is quite sufficient to 
deter someone from considering bribery as a method to win a contract or 
information or a means to create a fortune. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


INTERNAL DIFFERENCES PLAGUE HOPES FOR UNITY 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 4 May 80 p 14 


[Article by Muwaffaq Madani: “Arab Bvente: A Firet Visit to the Land 

Which le Surrounded by the U.S. Storm in the Gulf; The United Arab Emirates 
and a Discussion About the State and Unity; al-Shaykh Zayid ‘aye, ‘We Have 
Been Jolted Many Times, but I Am Confident About the Future of the Federation; 
al~-Suwaydi le the One Who Pleaded With Me To Make Rashid the Head of the 
Goverment To Confira the Course of Unity'") 


[Text] There is an outery in the United Arab Emicaces which stems from an 
old struggle between two currents, orientation or political views. These 
were summarized to us as follows by President Zayid bin Sultan Al Nehayyan 
in his plain Bedouin style: 


“Some people would bet on a horse in a race because it is a faster animal, 
and some would bet on a camel because it is more patient, more tenacious 
and more capable of traveling long distances. In such a race I would be 
with the camels." 


We were there on the eve of the “camel race" which was organized and 
sponsored by al-Shaykh Zayid. He had turned it into a political demon- 
stration in which Prince ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz participated. Prince 
‘Abdallah is the second deputy prime minister and commander of the Nacional 
Saudi Guard. The race was also attended by representatives of the ruling 
families in some of the neighboring emirates. 


With ite political and ideological meanings the race was tantamount to an 
attestation of the superiority of camels over horses. It summarized many 
of the factors of the critical political reality which is being experienced 
by this new country amidet the raging storms that are blowing on it now 
from the Arabian Gulf. 


Geographically speaking, Abu Dhabi is an oasis of populousness and prosperity 
surrounded by a vast stretch of desert and another vast stretch of sea. 











Ae far ae political reality is concerned, Abu Dhabi is a diverse human 
mixture that ie surrounded by everything which stems from the forces 
around it to influence it. These forces are Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman and 
the Lranian Revolution. In addition, the U.S. fleet ie in the area making 
threate of war in the clear sky of the vulf, 


In explaining the theory of camels and horses, Zayid goes on to say, “A 
horee can run at a record breaking speed for 3 kilometers only, but a camel 
can walk at a fast pace, at a speed that is naturally less than that of a 
horee. However, a camel can go on run ig non-stop and with no change 

in apeed for 30 kilometers." 


Al-Shaykh Zayid then drawe the political conclusion that he wante to draw 
and says, "We may not walk at a maximum epeed, but we have been walking 
non-stop for 9 years just like camels. I am confident that like the camels 
we will find happiness and stability. It does not matter if our journey 
takes more time." 


Everyone in the Gulf is cautious when dealing with local political mattere 
because these matters are extremely sensitive. Although some people show 
a sense of over-confidence in the future of the federation, others do not 
hide their worries and their fears of the future, that is, of the unknown. 


Caution, however, does not prevent open discussion; thus, as a correspondent, 
one can openly discuss local political questions with everybody. A few 
minutes before we were to have our get acquainted meeting with al-Shaykh 
Zayid in the Hospitality Palace in al-Mashraf, some of those who had been 

in the presence of the head of state hovered around us to discuss conditions 
in the Gulf and in the Arab homeland in general. 





We would ask, "In what direction are you going in the United Arab Emirates?" 


But we would not get direct answere. In most cases the answere came via a 
review of Arab conditions from the perspective that there were no leaders 
in the Arab region: only rulers. Accordingly, the game is protracted 

for everybody. 


Regardless of the company in which one finds oneself, a growing sense of 
despair makes one scream in agony, "If Arab rulers know about what is 
happening, we must, at least, have some sense that they are sharing our 
anxiety!" 


The current political map of the Arabian Gulf shows a region beset with 
dangers. There is a circle around the area that is being closed by the 
U.S. bases in the area. On the back side of the Gulf there are heated 
developments in Lran. 


According to al-Shaykh Zayid, the ongoing struggle in the area does not 
threaten the federation. "There are no reasons for a murderer or an 
aggressor to undertake any action in the Gulf. We do not need assistance 
from anyone, and there are no reasons for an aggressor to attack us at least 
in the foreseeable future." 
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Our questions were direct just ae our feare were immediate, but al-Shaykh 
Zayid's replies were always rendered in a soft-spoken diplomatic manner: 
"The Gulf, thank God, ie stable; it ie at peace, and it is experiencing an 
awakening. It is the other groupe that are struggling, but we have nothing 
to do with thie struggle nor do we have any interest in it." 


The president of the Arab Emirates ise convinced that his country does not 
expect war to reach the Gulf if it should break out elsewhere in any region. 
He therefore wonders, "Why should we reckon with evil when we are far 

away from it? If we are attacked, we will defend ourselves. There ie no 
power and no strength save in God." 


When we pressed al-Shaykh Zayid with our apprehensions, he attributed our 
logic to what we are suffering in Lebanon. He said, “You are asking about 
these matters because of what is around us and as a result of your fears 
of what affected you and what you experienced, 


“But here, we are optimistic. In spite of the noise and the rumble of 
weapons, ships and airplanes, there is aleo much talk, and we are still 
betting on etability and security and on not destroying what is right." 


Al-Shaykh Zayid deduced the moral of the present from the past and said, 
“When Europe was victimized by Nazism and was subjected to what we are 

now being subjected to, [the European countries) rallied together and 
stretched their hands to each other in unity. They were thus able to 
defeat the evil and the wrong that befell them. We are be 

called upon [to create] this unity so we can defeat the new Nazism which is 
threatening us; that is, Zionism." 


Unity! Unity! 


After a round of Arabian coffee in the company of al-Shaykh Zayid, we 
turned to him and we asked,""Is your dream for the unity of the emirates 
being threatened now?" 


He was surprised by the question; he examined it closely; and he replied 
as he fingered the beads of his blue rosary. 


He said, “I have had many jolts since the federation came into being, and 
I have been through many storms, but the federation survived and stood firm. 
It maintained its positions, and these have not changed." 


About the opposition he says, “Opposition in the customary sense has come to 
an end. It has become one of the foundations of the federation. As you 
know, no one has looked after thie state and sacrificed as much for the 
federation as I have." 


Hie was silent for a moment and then he asked us as he leaned back to take up 


a more comfortable position, "Can you see what is lacking throughout this 
country?” 








"Yes, it is unity: total unity.” 


A amile appeared slowly on hie face, and he said, “We do not want to bring 
about unity by force. The premise behind unity is that the citizens of 
thie country believe that they belong to one body and that their right 
hands can be united with their left hands," 


Then he adde, "Can I say that I have always been satisfied with the conditions 
of the federation? No! There have been times when I felt satiefied, and | 
would be delighted then. Sometimes, | would hear statements about some 
things, and I would get disturbed because I consider criticiem or objection 
to be a mere warning eo that none of us can continue to be unaware of or 
distracted from the mission." 


Al-Shaykh Zayid expresses astonishment when there is any talk about a 
political crisis in the Emirates, If one brings the matter up to him, he 
aske, "Show me the evidence you have that there is an opposition!" 


In his analytical reply [to a question about a political crisis) he says 
something to the effect that he considers the arrival of the Shaykh of 
Dubai, Rashid bin Maktum to the office of prime minister an achievement of 
one of hie demands; it was not due to his insistence. 


He says with persistence, "I wae the one who tried to bring Rashid so he 
would be close to me, and this is one of the things that he must understand 
without it being told to him. People do not always relay information 
honestly; in fact, an informant usually injects hie emotions and his 
preferences and so alters the picture that he is conveying." 


Al-Shaykh Zayid affirms that Ahmad al-Suwaydi did not resign for political 
reasons. He says, “What do you think about the fact that it was Ahmad 


al-Suwaydi who pleaded with me so that al-Shaykh Rashid would head the 
government?" 


Then he turns to the chief of protocol and says as he raises his hand, 
"Sa' id!" 


"Yes, sir." 
"You know about this matter, don't you?" 
"I know it, sir." 


"As God is your witness and mine, wasn't Ahmad al-Suwaydi asking that 
Rashid be the head of the government?" 


"Yes, sir.” 


Al-Shaykh Zayid went on to say, “Ahmad had submitted his resignation 3 years 
ago. He had told me [then], ‘I have been minister of foreign affairs for 
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many years, and | am afraid that one of my colleagues will think that I am 
holding on to thie ministry. Therefore, | would like to step down. '" 


Ale-Shaykh Zayid added in a calmer tone, “It ie true that al-Suwwaydi did 
submit hie resignation, but he ie etill in power and in the government." 


We asked him, “What has become of the joint memorandum that was eubmitted by 
the government and by the National Assembly?" 


Al-Shaykh Zayid equeesed the beads of hie rosary with his fingers, brought 
hie face forward, and projected a beard growing on a broad jaw; he had a 
atrong neck. He aneawered our question with a question: "What do you think 
about people who live in the same house? Don't they sometimes disagree? 

Lt is logical and natural that they have a disagreement among each other. 
All right, let us let them think thinge through and coneult with each 
other. But if one were to say thie is how thinge must be, this would mean 
that one is not giving an opinion, but rather imposing that opinion on all 
people. If one imposes something [on others], a clash is unavoidable. 


"At any rate, it ie the duty of the advocates of unity in the Gulf to be 
patient until the supreme interests are achieved. Those who are more 
ardent advocates of unity have a greater responsibility here." 


The muezzin announced the noon prayer, and the president of the Emirates 
excused himself to carry out the religious duty. The men of state and the 
guarde who had been in his presence hovered around him. They were all 
wearing the same clothing: the square kerchief [under] the headdress and 
the brown cloaklike wrap. One cannot make distinctions between their 
positions because their features are the same when they wear this standard 
Arab costume. 


The Federation or the Emirates? 


After this meeting which we did not want to be a meeting for the press as 
much as a meeting to get acquainted and to explore facts, one must ask 
oneself, “Are matters as simple as officials in the Emirates depict them?" 


It is said that al-Shaykh Zayid is the heir to a brilliant diplomatic 
neologiem known as “the reconciled Emirates." 


Old and young people in the Emirates are proud of their experience with the 
federation. They believe, as ‘Abdallah al-Nuways, undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Information told us that, “Those tribal chieftains who have 

never worked in politics are not being asked to achieve more than this [unity] 
which Arab parties and leaders with a long history of struggle for unity 

have failed to achieve." 


Despite the fact that young people are proud of their elders’ experiment 
in achieving a federation, they do believe that the federation has not yet 
reached the ideal status that is being sought for it. 
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Those young people give [us) logical reasons, and they cite examples of 
exiating loopholes that stand out in the etructure of the federation, 
Among those loopholes are those tendencies and interests here and there 
that are moved by a separatist eapirit. Thue there are some elders or some 
emirates that contend with the central government over the mandatory 
powers without which there would be no federation. Some of the rulere of 
the emirates also rob the central government politically and economically. 
Such a situation rendere the federation incapable of carrying out the 
process of change in the manner that the members of the national movement 
had envisioned. 


Those young people, therefore, openly cast doubte about the soundness of 
the relationship between the system of the federal government and those who 
are governed in the emirates. It is here that the source of the anxiety 
over the matter of national loyalty lies: Is national loyalty in the 
interests of the federation or in the interests of the emirates; or is it, 
more specifically, in the intereste of certain elders? It is from this 
point that all the fears emerge in full force throughout the Arabian Gulf. 


lt so happened that the federal budget was issued while we were in Abu 
Dhabi, and ite publication was considered an event, because by issuing it 
al-Shaykh Zayid had practiced federal powers that constituted a milestone 
in the history of centralizing the federation as a country. 


Accordingly, Gulf newspapers came out with broad headlines in red ink, 
proclaiming, "Al-Shaykh Zayid Approves the Fiscal Budget for the Federation 
This Year." 


When one harps upon this tune with al-Shaykh Zayid, he rushes to respond 
with extreme confidence, "I believe that unity will make millions stand 
together like one man. If expediting [the process of] unity were useful, 
Syria and Egypt would not have separated from each other and the attempt 
that Tunisia and Libya and Egypt and Libya made to unite would have been 
useful. For this reason we do not want to rush matters." 


It is on this tribal level that this simple equation of unity appears 

more complex because the alliance of princes and tribes in the Arabian Gulf 
would ultimately determine the fate of any cooperation between them. It 
would also determine the pattern of distribution of powers and authorities. 


The formulas fluctuate as a result of struggles that sometimes appear on 
the surface [and other times] hide under it. Between these and the other 
struggles the formula fluctuates between the possibility of a federation and 
a full merger of the emirates or the separation of the emirates into small 
units and sheikhdoms. 


The struggle then is ongoing between the federalists, who are [inspired by] 
the present formula of the federation and those who are being accused of 
separatism because they are holding on to the boundaries of their emirates 
and their assets. 
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The creation of the federation, which includes seven sheikhdomse, was pro- 
claimed over 9 yeara ago. At firat it waa hoped that the federation would 
include Qatar and Bahrain, but the rulere of these two emirates had reser- 
vations about joining the federation which constituted [for them) a quali- 
tative change in the political geography of the Arabian Peninsula. 


If the dream for a federation that al-Shaykh Zayid Al Nahayyan has can be 
summarized in worda of flesh and blood, there are those who affirm-~and 
they say they have concrete evidence=-that there are those who are trying 
to bring the golden age of the emirates to an end by obstructing the course 
of the federation from the inside and exerting pressure on it from abroad. 


The question that te being raised now focuses on the destiny of the federa- 
tion. What will become of the notion of a federation and of ite government 
if the amassed forces and the strike forces that are often being talked 
about are mobilized and if the fleets that have facilities in Oman, Somalia, 
Bahrain and in various parte of the Indian Ocean were to move? 


[t was around this question with all ite logical inducements that we had 
discussions for many hours with the people we met in the Arab Emirates. 


The Struggle of the Superpowers 


Al-Shaykh Rashid ‘Abdallah, the minister of state for foreign affairs in the 
Arab Emirates summarizes his point of view in [the following statement): 
"The world is the victim of the struggle of superpowers." 


Despite the classical nature of this notion, the minister of state believes 
that people are betting on a third world power that would create a balance 
lof power] to prevent the nonallied countries from becoming the victims of 
the struggle between the two superpowers: the United States of America and 
the Soviet Union. 


Minister ‘Abdallah Rashid elaborated in his explanation of his point of view 
and said, “The methods of the Soviet Union may differ from those of the 
United States, but both countries are in agreement over goals: to control 
the weak countries." 


The minister asks this question to prove his point: "Didn't the Soviets 
invade Afghanistan under the slogan of supporting the interests of the 
Afghans in the social revolution? Is not this exactly like what the 
Americans do when they want to invade any country and they do so under the 
slogan of protecting freedoms and democracy?" 


The minister of state believes that the role of Europe as that third 

power must be supported. This [position] rests on the assumption that 
Europe is not taking sides in the U.S.-Soviet struggle and that one may make 
a bet on [its neutrality]. 
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He believes that what isa happening around the Arabian Gulf and what is 
happening or may happen anywhere in the world if the struggle between the 
Americans and the Soviets remaina out in the open [will be affected by this 
third power), 


With Lran Against the Boycott 


Regarding the position on Iran, Minister al-Rashid says, "We are, of course, 
with Iran and against the U.S. invasion. Why? Because Iran is an Ielamic 
state and we are neighbors. We cannot ignore our common history with the 
Iranian people, and our friendship will last forever." 


Then his childish face lights up with a emile as he says, "Whoever said 

that we feared the L[ranian Revolution did us an injustice. We did not 

fear it then, and we are not afraid of it now. In fact, we have the kind 

of confidence in it that is attributable to the nature of the permanent 
relations between two neighboring countries and brothers in Islam. We 

have accordingly extended our hands to them [in friendship] from the first 
moment. Our delegations went to Iran and met with our brothers there, and 
we talked with them about all the matters that are of interest to the safety 
and security of our region and its future." 


The minister concludes by affirming that the Arab Emirates would never 
abandon [ran and would not succumb under U.S. threats. "We will not leave 
them. Can a brother leave his brother? We are not interested in the United 
States, but we are definitely interested in the Iranian people. They are 
our brothers in Islam, and we did tell them that they can depend on us in 
breaking the hold of the U.S. boycott.” 


Some newspapers in the Gulf had come out on the same day with news indicating 
that the Emirates had offered terms to U.S., foreign and Arab companies so 
that they would supply Iran with materials and goods. 


The minister of state for foreign affairs in the Bmirates believes that 

the focus of the policy of the Arabian Peninsula lies in betting on the 
European role, especially with regard to the right of the Palestinian 

people to determine their own destiny. He believes that the tour made by 

the Queen of Britain in the Gulf which was followed by the visit of French 
Prime Minister Giscard d'Estaing constitute evidence that Europe is convinced 
that its interests lie with us. "We are awaiting the results and we are 
working for this with bated breath." 


To any visitor the United Arab Emirates appears like a flower that grew out 
of the desert in full bloom. It appears to have been populated by accident. 


| was at a loss on the road from Abu Dhabi to al-Sharqah whether to roll up 
the window of the car to avoid the desert dust and the hot, midday air or 
to roll this window down and let the cool breeze revive me and shorten the 
long road. 
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The alr conditioner in our car was not working, and my Pakistani driver 


appeared to be concerned only with the gas [supply] and with the road that 
was open to all surprises. 


The Emirates is a country of dust. 


The Emirates is a country of sun, young people, old people, sea, desert and 
thousands upon thousands of newcomers all of whom are delighted with the 
emirates and content with the country. Those whose craft is working with 
nature are trying to change matters in this grey desert whose color is 

closer to brown. It is a dry and a desolate desert. But experts in all 
areas and of all nationalities--Britieh, Pakistanis, Indians, Americans and 
Arabs~-are trying to fill the self-sufficiency gap in the people and in the 
natural environment of the Arabian Gulf. They are, therefore, trying to 

fill this void between the desert and the sea with people. They are setting 
up buildings at the blink of an eye, and they are planting green trees that 
are alien to this environment at an exorbitant cost. They are defying the 
drought with water conduits that are buried under the eucalyptus trees and 
the multi-colored flowers and lawns to get the water to a fortunate root. 
This water is provided by a sensitive official sponsor that is concerned about 
turning the desolate area into a green area. It were as though people were 
trying to anticipate the day of resurrection [by creating] a paradise on 
earth with rivers of oil flowing underground, with electronically desalinated 
sea water and with imported vegetation. 


This country is almost entirely lit by neon lights. It turns its night 

into day with a stream of light that stretches for long distances, deep 

into the desert. There are lights on the sides of streets that are wide and 
straight. One moves from these streets into squares where quantities of 
ornaments and vegetation are arranged; and then one moves on to other squares. 
These squares are landmarks that help one make distinctions between the 
quarters where high rise buildings stand. Tribal rank is a consideration 

in the height of these buildings. 


According to tradition or custom the height of one's building is relative 
to one's genealogy and not to one's wealth. The building of a shaykh must 
be higher than that of a minister or a wealthy contractor regardless of the 
difference in wealth between the two men. 


Between the morning and the evening long lines of newcomers with dusty faces 
move about and crowd these wide streets. They move in front of these high- 
rise buildings which would lose their reason for being if these newcomers 
were to go away. 


These buildings were planned on maps, and they were implemented according 
to engineering rules that took pains to avoid errors in layout and organi- 
zation. 








Arab Presence ls a Guarantee 


Everything in the country has been built by the newcomers. The state 
rules those newcomers with the justice of its citizens’ customs. The 
citizens of the Emirates are a minority among the population of the country. 


An approximate figure of the population of the Emirates is about a million. 
The citizens of the Emirates are less than 200,000. Pakistanis make up the 
largest community; they are followed by Indians and then by Arabs. 


Some people are expressing their displeasure with this occupation [of their 
country) by a resident population, especially among Arabs and foreigners. 
Those people are expressing themselves in the National Assembly or in the 
newspapers. They advocate strenghtening Arab presence in the Gulf because 
it would guarantee their pan-Arab identity. This question is the focus of 
demands, and it also comes under the auspices of the political struggle 
inside the country. 


Like us, the citizens of the Emirates are searching in this Arab Ocean for 
harmony and fellowship. Therefore, they doubt that we, as Arabs, are playing 
our part well. 


The line here consists of a winding corridor whose symbols have no solution. 
One has only to accept the indications of prosperity and to be satisfied 
with the wisdom of the guardians that "things could not be better!" 


Citizens of the Emirates sense danger closing in on them. They realize 
that danger is approaching them and that it is armed basically with the 
general weakness of the Arabs. 


They are resisting that danger which sometimes appears to be ghostlike and 
other times is a reality that is about to take them by surprise. Their 
method of resistance is to get away from the closely deterministic desert 
formulas and to play the international political game according to the 
rules of the ongoing struggle. 


In general, the citizens of the Emirates are dominated. They are also 
suffering like us, and their nationalistic sense is worn out. Their sense 
of distress as a result of the general Arab weakness is justified. In the 
absence of a national leadership, they feel lost, and their fortunes are 
of no use to them. In fact, those fortunes would turn into a source for 
resentment [against them] and occupation [of their country]. They are 
saying, for example, an emphatic no to projects for imperialist control. 


At any gathering where one meets with their intellectuals--and most of 
them are in the government or in the press--the discussion turns into a 
review of pain, boredom and despair. 
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One of them told us to tell him, “We came to you from Lebanon because we 
needed a shoulder to cry on; but here we are now returning [to Lebanon] 
with our shoulders wet from your tears." 


We had a discussion with ‘Abdallah al-Nuways, undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Information in which politics was mixed with literature and poetry. Our 
discussion was centered around [the pronouns), "I" and "we," 


After a brief discussion we agreed [to use the pronoun,) "we." 


He said, "The condition of the Arabs is like that of people who try to make 
marks on water. We are all trying to walk on the river. Five hundred years 
of defeats have killed our spirits, and we have not yet pulled ourselves up." 


Then he resumed, "They took us with them to their battles by force; we did 
not determine a place or a time. They dragged us to those battles like 
slaves, and today, they are preparing the battlegrounds so they can drag us 
to them," 


We did not share ‘Abdallah's pessimism despite the fact that our sense of 
disappointment and failure was not less than his. Our history is not all 
stained with darkness and defeat. 


The Ship of the Desert Is Wandering 


We traveled hundreds of miles in this desert that does not change its 
appearance: sun, desolation, wandering camels with no indication of who is 
looking after them. 


On the sides of this black strip of asphalt were scores of modern cars that 
had turned into scrap metal due to collisions that occurred for unknown 
reasons. 


Suddenly the speedometer of the car dropped, and the Pakistani driver 
reduced his speed. He turned to me and said, “Driving is dangerous here. 
One does not know when one will be attacked by the wandering camels." 


The manner of these camels which graze on the sides of the road is such 

that they appear to be unconcerned with this challenge that is presenting 
itself to them on the asphalt. There are American, Japanese, German and 
French cars; Landrover vehicles; and big and small trucks that are traversing 
the road [in both directions]. 


But the fate of the Arabs' ship of the desert appears to be threatened. 
According to a scientific theory, an animal loses the justification for 

its biological existence when it loses its role in nature. That day is not 
far [into the future] when the Arabian camel will become a prisoner in a 
zoo cage, and our children will jest with him and will laugh at him and at 
the memories and people that are linked to him--memories and people that 
would have become obsolete and forgotten. 








Jabal ‘Ali and the Questions 
As one approaches Dubai, one is greeted by the Mount ‘Ali project. 


There are modern, extremely elegant villages and communities whose identities 
one cannot determine quickly. But one notices that the land around those 
villages had been paved with modern equipment and that the signs are 

written in English. 


On the beach is one of the largest porte in the area. Plans had called for 
the construction of 37 piers, but only 32 were built. British firme that 
do not hide their relationship with the Americans are implementing the 
project. These firms had filled up vast areas of the sea and had cleared 
the way for this port by fixing up a large part of the desert. 


Al-Shaykh Rashid ibn al-Maktum, prime minister of the United Arab Emirates 

is the sponsor of this project. It is being said that he is betting on it 
to make Dubai an international port for exporting petroleum and for importing 
goods into this region. 


But the magnitude of the project leaves a trail of questions concerning the 
possibility of others benefiting from it militarily, especially if timing is 
taken into consideration. 


Between Dubai and al-Sharqah a very sensitive point in the history of the 
two emirates emerges. 


These borders between al-Sharqah and Dubai have had a history of territorial 
disputes which would have continued had it not been for the federation. 


"Please smile! You are now in al-Sharqah!" 


This billboard stands at the entrance to the city. It is written in broad 
letters in English and in Arabic. It actually invites one to smile to 
comply with the city's curious request. 


Ali-Sharqah appeared peaceful, [like] a Bedouin woman, wrapped in her shawl, 
at ease and washing her feet in a sea that is more occupied with imports 
than with exports. There was a great deal of activity in al-Sharqah [which 
appeared to be] delighted with itself. Its residents were proclaiming 
themselves and their identities without equivocation: We are the citizens 
and the people of the federation. 


The Newspaper--the Party 
In al-Sharqah we accepted the invitation of a newspaper that is unlike 


others in the area. It is the newspaper, AL~KHALIJ. We had been there 
when some of its first issues came out. 
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AL=KHALIJ was published to establish or rather to crystallize an existing 
political movement and to affirm the power of the national movement in 
confronting the dangers that are threatening the Emirates. The editor-in- 
chief of the newspaper, or the person who oversees its policy, is Tiryam 
'Umran, speaker of the National Assembly in the United Arab Emirates. He 
is surrounded by his two brothers, "Abdallah 'Umran, who was minister of 
education and then left the cabinet when al-Shaykh Rashid became prime 
minister, and Rashid 'Umran. Tiryam 'Umran is also surrounded by a number 
of young people from al-Sharqah in addition to a select group of Arab 
correspondents. Tiryam 'Umran thinks that the development of the democracy 
that is manifested by the National Assembly, which resembles a parliament 
even though [its members] are appointed, is a sure thing. Time is not in 
the interests of a temporary constitution in the federation. The debates 
in the National Assembly, and especially the political debates, establish 
parliamentary traditions that may be relied on in the future. Action in 
the National Assembly aspires to be integrated into a democratic game if 
these parliamentary traditions are strengthened. 


The objective that Tiryam 'Umran, who has a history of political activity 
because he was the first president of the Union of Oman Students in Cairo in 
the early sixties, has in publishing his newspaper, AL-KHALIJ, is to protect 
this world which is being threatened with obsolescence because of a succes- 
sion of pan-Arab shocks. He believes that AL-KHALIJ came out to make 
statements that had to be made. Therefore, working in such newspapers is 
difficult from the beginning. It is physically difficult more than politically 
difficult. 


We sensed that we were being called upon to speak up to defend ourselves, 
and we sensed that we were being called upon to protect this Arab land and 
its future which must be Arab [in character]. It is a battle that in our 
judgment equals the glorious historical battles of the past. It is our 
misfortune that we are engaging in these battles today, that is in this 
age of evil." 


[t was coincidence that complemented the decision with a challenge. The 
land on which the British military base had stood was distributed [to 
people], and the family of ‘Umran received one of the buildings. They 
turned it into a print shop. Their newspaper is thus published from the 
place where the colonialist conquerors were stationed. 


We toured the base with Tiryam. The former roads had become streets with 
clean buildings standing on both sides. The tower stands witness to what 
was then and what is now. 


Before AL~KHALIJ was published, the rising magazine, AL-AZMINAH AL-'ARABIYAH 
[Arab Times] had adopted the same course. This magazine is published and 
managed by the al-Ghubash brothers, Ghanim and Muhammad. They are all trying 
to fight an open battle whose slogans and goals are clear. 








With Sultan al-Qasimi 


We went for our appointment with the prince of al-Sharqah, al-Shaykh Sultan 
ibn Muhammad al-Qasimi. We went with Tiryam 'Umran, the speaker of the 
National Assembly of the United Arab Emirates. On the way we admired the 
Arab architecture of the outstanding market the likes of which is nonexistent 
in the squares of our very modern Arab cities! 


The interior hall of the palace was crowded with citizens who had come to the 
palace to present petitions. The guards were modestly dressed and armed: the 
headdress, the kerchief and a white jellabah. Some of them carried canes 

and others carried Kalashnikovs. 


The inside of the palace looks like any official department that has to take 
care of ordinary business. But it is here that the traditional, tribal 
democracy is formed. The conference room of the Amir or the shaykh is the 
appropriate place for making complaints, and the word of the Amir or the 

ruler in the Emirates is a law that is supported and accepted in the traditions 
of the desert. 


An Indian or Pakistani cupbearer goes around among the men who are seated 
or standing in the reception hall. He offers bitter Arabian coffee, tea or 
wild thyme to anyone who wants some. 


We were ushered into the office of al-Shaykh Sultan al-Qasimi. 


After a round of coffee for everyone in the gathering, we asked him, ‘What 
is your destination in the Emirates?" 


He replied in an Egyptian dialect, "This is it, as you can see!" 


Al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Sultan al-Qasimi, the prince of al-Sharqah is an 
agricultural engineer who studied in Cairo and graduated from the university 
there in his forties. He is like many other young people from the Arabian 
Gulf who lived in Egypt during the glorious years of ‘Abd-al-Nasir and 
returned from Egypt infused with a spirit of nationalism and with specific 
political notions about the questions and the problems that are experienced 
by the greater Arab homeland. 


Al-Shaykh Sultan spoke in a faint voice; his words were full of bitterness 
and pain especially since he began and concluded with the existing state of 
Arab divisiveness for which there seemed to be no remedy in the foreseeable 
future. 


He asked with irritation and with a sense of defeat, “Where are the Arabs? 
Where are those who are going to confront those dangers which are threatening 
all of us? None of us can put up with all this humiliation any longer." 


Al-Shaykh Sultan ibn Muhammad al-Qasimi went on to add, "We do not know where 
our destiny lies. We are now quite incapable, and no one cat convince us 
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that he ie doing anything that is useful for this country. The revolutionary 
appears to have turned into 4 reactionary, and the reactionary by himself 

ie no less than the revolutionary. We epeake like him. by God, now one 
hates, or is ashated to be called an Arab! But we must remain on our toes 

in espite of everything that te happening. 


One has to beat the heads of one's children every day to remind them that 
they are Arabe. This ie what one must do regardless of circumstances." 


waiting for the Audience 


in Abu Dhabi we continued our meetings, and we vieited some friends in the 
newapaper, AL-ITTIMAD. There we had a lengthy discussion in which the 
editor-in-chief, Khalid Ahmad Mahmud, and some Arab correspondents participated. 


Among those correspondents were Egyptiane, Lebanese, Syrians, Palestinians, 
etc, 


The enthusiasm which the editor-in-chief of AL-ITTIHAD manifested as he 
took use on a tour of the sections of the newapaper and showed we ite moder 
equipment reflected the joy which the people of the Gulf felt about the 
progrese that came over their press. They continued to preserve the role of 


the Arab experts who are playing a full role [in this inetitution) without 
any restrictions. 


There ie 4 general sense that the destiny of this nation is one and is 
connected. 


[The people of the Emirates) have a sense of present facts where efforts 
are tirelese and collective to bury this nation and to shed no tears for it. 


They said many of the thinge that we are saying here and that others in the 
various countries of the Arab homeland are saying. 


According to the French philosopher, Albert Camus, "It is inconceivable 
for the bells of our homes to ring when we cannot speak!” 


And we are waiting for those who can hear us to take action. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PORTS DIRECTOR PREDICTS BRIGHT FUTURE FOR COMMERCE 
Abu Dhabi AL~ITTIHAD in Arabic 8 May 80 p 2 


[Article by Muhammad Lutfi al-Sayyid: “Porte and Customs Director in Dubai 
Saye United Arab Emirates To Be Turned Into International Trade Center; 
Free Zone System in Jabal ‘Ali Will Strengthen National Economy") 


(Text) His Excellency Col ‘Abdallah Khalafan Abu al-Hawl director of porte 
and custome in Dubai confirmed the decision to establish a free zone in 
Jabal ‘Ali. He said that putting thie system into practice was intended to 
turn the Emirates, which has porte and modern facilities, into an interna~- 
tional trade center. He said that the storage system in the free zone for 
all the goode that are arriving via Jabal ‘Ali, Port Rashid and the other 
porte in the country will be applied to all the goods that arrive with a 
paid reexporting fee to the countries of the Gulf area, the Middle East, 
hurope and the remaining areas of the worl’. This will save 4 percent of 
the customs fees that are levied on goods other than those of the free zone. 
These are large sums of money that are estimated to be in the millions of 
dollars and dirhams. One day thie will cause an increase in the working 
capital in the market, and thie will etrengthen the national economy and 
revitalize the financial market. 


His Excellency Col ‘Abdallah Khalefan added, “Establishing a free zone in 
the “mirates wil! ensure that large quantities of goods will be stored 
[here] over a long period of time. This ineures the world economy since 
problems that result from world dieturbances in some area can be avoided 
by transporting these goode from etorage and exporting them to the porte 
of these countries to meet their needs, especially when porte workers are 
on strike. This is a phenomenon which the world economy abroad suffers 
from.” 


He indicated that an agreement had been reached worldwide on storage costes 
in the free zone: they are one percent. He aleo indicated that the second 
stage of the project seeks [to establish) operations to assemble industrial 
parts that are imported from abroad and to complement the assembly by a 
ratio of local industrialization which would create a broad industrial base 
and encourage the creation of new national industries. 





On the other hand, the Porte and Customa Administration has begun taking 
atepe to implement the law. It has been decided that the free sone ia to 
be established in the storage areas that are affiliated with the Jabal 


‘Ald Port Authority. These storage areas are to be located on docks numbers 
61 through 66 and in the container station, 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ARMS PURCHASE FROM FRANCE=-AL~YAMAMAH hae learned that al-Shaykh Khalifah 

ibn Zayid, the crown prince of Abu Dhabi and the deputy of the supreme 
commander of the armed forces will make an official vieit to France next 

May. Arab diplomatic sources have confirmed that the visit of al-Shaykh 
Khalifah, who is the eon of the president, will tee place in accordance 
with an agreement between French Prime Minister d'Eetaing and al-Shaykh 
Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nahayyan. Sources indicate that the fact that the 
Emirates is turning towards France is happening in the context of etrength- 
ening relations between the two countries. While in Parie al-Shaykh Khalifah 
will resume talke with the French eide around the Middle East crisis and 
guaranteeing oil to France. The crown prince and the deputy commander 
general will aleo conduct talke with the French that deal with the subject 

of supplying the Emirates with French arms so that the Emirates can carry 

out the agreements that were made between the two parties when Prime Minister 
d'Eetaing visited the Emirates. [Text] [Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 11 Apr 80 
p 4) 6592 


DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE SECTOR--The board of directors of the Abu 

Dhabi Chamber of Commerce has decided to look into joining the private 
sector in industrial projects that are established by the government sector. 
The memorandum that wae submitted to the board by member, Muhammad Hilal 
‘Ibayd al-Dhahiri regarding this proposal stated that this would lead to 
significant resulte. Among those results is that of achieving a balance in 
the ownership of these projects. A part of these projects would be owned 
by the state, and the other part would be owned by citizens who would hold 
shares. [Another result) is that the failure that befell several industrial 
projects, all affiliated with the public sector, would be avoided. These 
projects had failed because general sanagement had failed. Participation 
by the private sector in menagement according to a ratio of project 
ownership will lead to improvements in the standard of management and will 
bring about success for the project. A foundation of industrialists and 
administrators will be formed in the private sector [as a result of such 
participation]. This foundation will later be able to go beyond mere 
participation in industrial projects and will create an independent industry 
that would meet the needs of local consumption, firet, and look forward to 
exporting the surplus production, second. [Text] Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIMAD in 
Arabic 7 May 80 p 13) 8592 

















FREE TRADE ZONE CREATED=-In his capacity ae ruler of Dubai, Hie Highness 
al-Shaykh Rashid ibn Sa'id al-Maktum, the vice president and the prime 
minister, has issued a law regarding the free zone in the port of Jabal 
"All. The law etipulates that a free sone be established in the port of 
Jabal ‘Ali to estore goode that arrive in thie area. The law stipulates 
that the location and the storage area are to be determined by inatructions 
issued by the ruler. Goode that are cleared by custome from the port of 
Jabal ‘Ali or from the port of Rashid are to be exempted from customs fees 
in case they are stored in the free sone. They are also to be exempted 
from the same fees when they are exported. [Text] [Abu Dhabi AL-WAHDAH in 
Arabic 7 May 80 p 1) 8592 
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